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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

Introduction  

0.1 South Oxfordshire District Council (also referred to as South Oxfordshire or the District) is 

reviewing its current provision of sports halls and assessing the future demand and level of 

provision required to 2041. 

0.2 This report has been prepared based on an assessment using the Sport England Facilities 

Planning Model (FPM) spatial modelling tool.  The FPM study is a quantitative, accessibility 

and spatial assessment of the supply, demand and access to sports halls. 

0.3 The FPM modelling runs are to provide: 

¶ Run 1 ² a baseline assessment of provision in 2023 

¶ Run 2 ² a forward assessment of demand for sports halls and its distribution, based on 

the projected changes in population between 2023 and 2041 and changes in supply 

¶ Run 3 ² an assessment of the impact of the modelled options for changes in supply in 

South Oxfordshire and Vale of White Horse has in meeting the demand for sports halls 

and its distribution up to 2041 

0.4 The main report sets out the full set of findings under each of the seven assessment 

headings. 

0.5 The next section of the report provides the headline strategic overview, the key findings and 

interventions arising from the FPM study on supply, demand and accessibility. 

Headline Strategic Overview 

0.6 The headline strategic overview is that South Oxfordshire®s sports halls can comfortably 

meet current and future demand.  However, five sites are uncomfortably busy in 2041 (more 

than 80% of capacity used). 

0.7 Retention of all the public leisure centres is important, to ensure that there is access to 

sports halls for residents and sports clubs in all areas of the District.  The educational sector 

is the largest provider and there is a good level of commitment to community use.  

Protecting this supply for community use is important but not to become over reliant on it, 

simply because it is the main provision. 

0.8 The scale of all the sports halls means they are suitable for community participation.  The 

dimensions of nearly half the supply means they are also suitable for club development.  

There has been extensive modernisation, but the stock is ageing.  There is an increasing 

need for modernisation as the more recent sports halls age to improve the attractiveness of 

the facilities.  Undertaking planned maintenance together with dilapidation surveys can help 

to define the scope of refurbishment works. 

0.9 South Oxfordshire®s population and demand for sports halls increase significantly to 2041.  A 

very high proportion of demand is met in all runs, with visits increasing significantly between 



 

2023 and 2041.  A large proportion of South Oxfordshire®s satisfied demand is met at the 

District®s sports halls, which are in the areas of highest demand.  Unmet demand is very low 

with almost no change across the runs. 

0.10 Provision of Didcot North East Leisure Facility and replacement of Abbey Sports Centre with 

a larger sports hall at the scale modelled is supported.  Didcot has the greatest demand in 

the District in 2023 and 2041 but in each run only one sports hall in the town is 

uncomfortably full.  There is a large increase in demand in Berinsfield between 2023 and 

2041 but the new sports hall at Abbey Sports Centre will be the joint largest in the District.  

There is no identified need to increase provision beyond that modelled. 

0.11 However, there is still a need to increase availability for community use in parts of the District.  

This will achieve a better overall balance between supply and demand.  The educational 

supply offers the most scope. 

Key Findings 

0.12 The key findings that underpin the headline strategic overview are as follows: 

1. In Runs 1 and 3, 23% of the total supply is unavailable for community use in the 

weekly peak period, in Run 2 it is 22%. 

2. Of the 14 main sports halls that opened before 2000, 12 have been or are due to be 

modernised.   None of the sports halls built since 2000 have been refurbished.   

3. South Oxfordshire®s population is projected to increase by 32% between 2023 and 

2041, which generates a 30% increase in demand for sports halls.   

4. Demand in Berinsfield increases from 0.8 of a court in 2023 to 3.2 courts in 2041.  The 

increase is the largest in one area of the District because the current geographical 

distribution of demand in the middle super output area (MSOA) is concentrated in this 

area. 

5. Of the District®s residents, 90% are within a 20-minute cycle ride (maximum four miles) 

of a sports hall in all runs.  Willowbrook Leisure Centre, Didcot, has the most South 

Oxfordshire residents within a 20-minute cycle ride as does Didcot North East Leisure 

Facility when it is included in Runs 2 and 3.  Europa School UK, near Culham, has the 

fewest in both years. 

6. Of South Oxfordshire®s demand, 95% is met in Runs 1 and 3 and 96% is met in Run 2.  

The number of visits met in the weekly peak period increases significantly from 11,837 

in Run 1 to 15,398 in Run 2 and 15,373 in Run 3. 

7. Across all three runs between 78% and 81% of South Oxfordshire®s satisfied demand 

is met at the District®s sports halls. 

8. Unmet demand is 5% of demand in Runs 1 and 3, and 4% in Run 2.  In terms of 

courts, it is lowest in Run 1, at 2.0 courts, and highest in Run 3, at 2.5 courts.  All the 

unmet demand is due to residents being too far from a facility ² except in Run 3, where 

some of the unmet demand (0.2 of a court) is due to lack of sports hall capacity. 



 

9. In Run 3, the location where the most unmet demand can be met is northwest of 

Wheatley on the A40, at 0.8 of a court.  This is an insufficient total to consider the 

provision of a new sports hall to improve accessibility for residents.  

10. The overall estimated used capacity of sports halls in the District in the weekly peak 

period is 53% in Run 1, increasing to 62% in Runs 2 and 3 because of the increase in 

demand in 2041.  The number of visits met at South Oxfordshire sports halls increases 

with each run. 

South Mvdmpbqfgpc«q findings related to  Vale of White Horse 

0.13 The changes in supply in Vale of White Horse also included in the modelling runs are: 

¶ Runs 2 and 3 ² St John®s Academy, modelled to open in 2025 

¶ Run 3 ² Potential Wantage Leisure Facility, modelled to open in 2028 

0.14 Demand is high in Abingdon, which is close to the South Oxfordshire border, but Abingdon 

also has an extensive supply of sports halls. 

0.15 In all runs, the largest amount of South Oxfordshire®s exported demand goes to Oxford, but 

the second largest amount goes to Vale of White Horse.  Vale of White Horse accounts for 

27% of all exported demand from South Oxfordshire in Run 1 and 30% in Runs 2 and 3.  

The number of visits to Vale of White Horse increases between Run 1 and Run 2 but 

decreases between Run 2 and Run 3. 

0.16 Unmet demand is very low in all runs along both sides of the boundary of South Oxfordshire 

and Vale of White Horse, although it is slightly higher in Didcot and in Berinsfield in Runs 2 

and 3. 

0.17 The largest amount of imported demand to South Oxfordshire comes from Buckinghamshire 

in Run 1 but from Vale of White Horse in Runs 2 and 3.  The number of visits imported from 

Vale of White Horse increases between Run 1 and Run 2 and accounts for 29% of all South 

Oxfordshire®s imported demand in Run 1 and 38% in Run 2.  In Run 3, the number of 

imported visits from Vale of White Horse reduces slightly but they account for 37% of all 

imported demand. 

Interventions and Next Steps 

0.18 The quantitative findings identify that there is sufficient supply across the District to meet 

demand in 2023 and 2041.  However, the distribution of demand and the hours the sports 

halls are available for community use, especially in the areas of highest demand in Didcot, 

mean that some sports halls are uncomfortably full at peak times.  Therefore, the 

interventions in order are to: 

1. Increase access for community use at key sites and provide a more balanced 

distribution of met demand across the District 

2. Protect the educational sports hall supply for community use via provision of 

community use agreements (CUAs). 



 

First Intervention 

0.19 Based on the FPM findings, there are four sites that are uncomfortably full and have scope to 

increase availability and, therefore, capacity at peak times.  The sites are: 

¶ New Abbey Sports Centre: 

o Five-court hall (40.6m x 21.4m), the joint largest sports hall in the District, which 

can provide for all sports at the recreational level and for club development 

o Modelled to open in 2031, has the highest attractiveness in 2041 

o High demand in Berinsfield in 2041 

o Estimated to be full at peak times and meet the second largest number of visits 

in Run 3 

o Scope to increase availability by five hours in the weekly peak period and 

accommodate 200 more visits 

¶ Didcot Girls® School: 

o Four-court hall (33m x 18m) and activity hall (18m x 10m), allows flexibility in 

programming activities and maximises occupancy 

o Unmodernised: the main hall is currently 17 years old and the activity hall 43 

years old 

o In the area of highest demand in the District 

o Estimated to be uncomfortably busy at peak times in Runs 2 and 3 and meet the 

fifth highest number of visits 

o Scope to increase availability by 21 hours in the weekly peak period to reduce 

the proportion of capacity used to a comfortable level 

¶ Thame Leisure Centre: 

o Four-court hall (33m x 18m) and activity hall (18m x 10m), allows flexibility in 

programming activities and maximises occupancy 

o Opened in 1982, main hall due to be modernised in 2025 

o Only public leisure centre in the north of the District and, therefore, very 

important in terms of accessibility 

o Estimated to be full in Runs 2 and 3 and meet the most visits at a site 

o Scope to increase availability by six hours in the weekly peak period and 

accommodate 305 more visits 

o Lord William®s School is nearby and less utilised; therefore, there is scope to 

manage demand across the two sites to achieve a more balanced level of 

community use in Thame 

  



 

¶ Wallingford School: 

o Four-court hall (34.5m x 20m), which is the size supported by Sport England and 

National Governing Bodies for all hall sports and club development 

o Opened in 1999 and unmodernised 

o Only sports hall in Wallingford and, therefore, important in terms of accessibility 

o Estimated to be uncomfortably busy at peak times in Runs 2 and 3 

o Scope to increase availability by 13 hours in the weekly peak period to reduce 

the proportion of capacity used to a comfortable level 

Second Intervention 

0.20 The educational sector is the largest provider of sports halls in South Oxfordshire: at 11 sites 

in 2023 and 12 sites in 2041, they account for between 65% and 67% of the total sites 

across the runs.  As evidenced by the first intervention, the schools are important in meeting 

demand. 

0.21 While there is sufficient capacity to meet demand across the District, this will be jeopardised 

if access to educational sites is not protected and enhanced selectively.  Therefore, it is 

important to protect the educational sports hall supply for community use.  If CUAs are not in 

place, these need to be negotiated and agreed. 

0.22 If there are any new or replacement educational sports halls planned, it will be important to 

negotiate a CUA as part of the planning process.  Sport England will advise on the 

requirements as part of this.  Beyond putting the CUA in place, it is essential that South 

Oxfordshire Council monitors the actual delivery of the CUA. 

Next Steps 

0.23 These interventions and suggested next steps are based on the FPM findings and should be 

considered as a key part of the all-round evidence base currently being developed to inform 

the South Oxfordshire Built Facilities Strategy.  Combining the FPM assessment with the 

wider review of provision will lead to well considered options on the best ways to meet the 

projected demand for sports halls up to 2041 and beyond. 
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1 INTRODUCTION 

1.1 South Oxfordshire District Council is reviewing the current provision of sports halls and 

assessing the future provision required up to 2041. 

1.2 The strategic drivers for the work are to: 

¶ Support work on South Oxfordshire Leisure Facilities Assessment and Strategy 

¶ Understand how the current supply of sports halls is meeting the 2023 demand 

¶ Understand the impact population change has in meeting demand for sports halls and 

its distribution up to 2041 

¶ Model options for changes in the supply of sports halls and the impact these changes 

have in meeting the demand for sports halls and its distribution up to 2041 

1.3 The outputs from the FPM assessment will inform: 

1. South Oxfordshire®s strategic planning review of sports halls provision and future 

strategy 

2. A needs assessment and evidence base that contributes to: 

o Securing inward investment for sports halls modernisation and possible further 

provision 

o Development of planning policies for the provision of indoor sports facilities 

1.4 The sequence of work is based on assessments known as runs, and these are set out in the 

Executive Summary. 

The Study Area 

1.5 The assessments include the sports halls and population in the District and the neighbouring 

local authority areas, which comprise the study area (see Map 1.1). 

1.6 A customer®s choice of sports halls does not respect local authority boundaries.  There may 

be management, and possibly pricing, incentives for customers to use sports facilities 

located in their local authority area.  Other factors that influence choice of sports hall include: 

¶ How close the venue is to where residents live or work 

¶ Other facilities on the same site, such as a gym or studio 

¶ The programming of the sports halls, particularly that hall sports are available for club 

sport and community group use at times that fit with the lifestyle of residents 

¶ The age and condition of the facility and, inherently, its attractiveness 

1.7 Increasingly, the quality of the sports halls and their offer are of more importance to residents 

in their choice of venues.  New facilities will have a significant draw because of the higher 

quality of the venues. 
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1.8 In determining the position across the District, it is important to take full account of the sports 

halls and population in the neighbouring local authority areas.  The most attractive facility for 

some South Oxfordshire residents may be outside the District (known as exported demand).  

For residents of neighbouring authorities, their most attractive sports hall may be inside 

South Oxfordshire (known as imported demand). 

1.9 To take account of these factors, the study area places South Oxfordshire District Council 

area at its centre and includes neighbouring local authority areas. 

Map 1.1: Study Area for the South Oxfordshire Sports Halls Assessment 

 

Report Structure, Content and Sequence  

1.10 The findings for the South Oxfordshire assessment are set out in a series of tables for the 

three runs.  This allows a ­read across® to see the specific impact of changes between Runs 

1 and 3 and builds up the picture of change. 
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1.11 The headings for each table are: 

¶ Supply 

¶ Demand 

¶ Accessibility 

¶ Satisfied Demand 

¶ Unmet Demand 

¶ Used Capacity 

¶ Local Share 

1.12 The terms listed above are defined beneath the tables. 

1.13 To support the findings, this report also includes maps that show sports hall locations, 

demand, deprivation, driving and walking coverage, public transport access, exported 

satisfied demand, unmet demand, imported used capacity and local share. 

1.14 Where valid, the findings for neighbouring local authorities are set out.  A commentary is 

provided on these comparable findings.  For example, some local authorities like to know 

how their findings on the proportion of satisfied demand compare with those of neighbouring 

local authorities. 

1.15 The key findings in each of the sections are numbered and highlighted in bold typeface. 

1.16 The facilities excluded from the study, with explanations, are listed in Appendix 1.  Details of 

the sports halls in the neighbouring local authority areas for the assessment are set out in 

Appendix 2.  The FPM and its parameters are described in Appendix 3. 

1.17 All maps for the study are provided in a separate document as layered PDFs. 
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2 SPORTS HALL SUPPLY 

The two  largest sports halls in the District are five-court halls, which are both at public 

leisure centres.  There are no double-court sports halls of six or eight courts. 

The educational sector provides 11 sports hall sites in 2023 and 12 in 2041.  Continuing and 

increasing access to sports halls for community use in areas of high demand is important, to 

ensure that there is enough available supply to meet demand.  Community use agreements  

(CUAs) need to be in place. 

There is an increasing need for modernisation of the sports halls. 

Table 2.1: Supply of Sports Halls in South Oxfordshire by Run 

Total Supply Run 1 Run 2 Run 3 

South Oxfordshire 2023 2041 2041 

Number of sports halls 24 25 25 

Number of sports hall sites 17 18 18 

Supply in badminton court equivalents 82.7 86.7 87.7 

Supply in courts scaled with hours available in peak period 63.5 67.4 67.9 

Supply in visits per week in peak period 23,374 24,814 24,982 

Average age of sites 39 55 52 

Average age of public sites 37 55 45 

 

 

2.1 The supply modelled in South Oxfordshire is: 

¶ Run 1 ² the existing supply: 24 sports halls across 17 sites 

¶ Run 2 ² 25 sports halls across 18 sites, including Didcot North East Leisure Facility, 

modelled to open in 2028 

¶ Run 3 ² 25 sports halls across 18 sites, including the replacement of New Abbey 

Sports Centre with a larger sports hall to open in 2031 

2.2 There are changes in Vale of White of Horse.  Runs 2 and 3 include St John®s Academy to 

open in 2025.  Run 3 includes Potential Wantage Leisure Facility to open in 2028. 

Definition of supply ² This is the supply or capacity of the sports halls available for 

community and club use in the weekly peak period.  The supply is expressed in number of 

visits that a sports hall can accommodate in the weekly peak period and in the number of 

badminton courts. 

 

Weekly peak period ² This is when most visits take place and when users have most 

flexibility to visit.  The peak period for sports halls is one hour on weekday mornings, five 

hours on weekday evenings and eight hours on weekend days.  This gives a total of 46 

hours per week.  The modelling and recommendations are based on the ability of the 

public to access facilities during this weekly peak period. 
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  Table 2.2: Details of Sports Halls in South Oxfordshire Included in the Run 

Site Operation 
Facility 

Type 

Dimensions 

(m) 

Area 

(sqm) 

Year 

Built 

Year 

Refurb 

Peak 

Hours 

Total 

Hours 

Capacity 

(visits) 

Abbey Sports Centre (Run 1 and refurb Run 2) Public 4-court 33 x 18 594 1983 2024 46 46 1,472 

Abbey Sports Centre (New) (Run 3 only) Public 5-court 40.6 x 21.4 869 2031  41 43 1,640 

Cranford House School Edu. (in-house) 
3-court 27 x 18 486 2015   31.5 31.5 

1,347 
Activity 18 x 10 180 1975  31.5 31.5 

Didcot Girls School Edu. (in-house) 
4-court 33 x 18 594 2006   25 25 

1,269 
Activity 18 x 10 180 1980  25 25 

Didcot Leisure Centre Public 4-court 33 x 18 594 1985 2023 39 53 1,248 

Didcot North East Leisure Facility (Runs 2 and 3) Edu. (in-house) 4-court 34.5 x 20 690 2028  45 90 1,440 

Europa School UK Edu. (in-house) 
4-court 33 x 18 594 1900 1978 25 25 

1,198 
Activity 17 x 9 153 1900 1978 25 25 

Henley Leisure Centre (refurb Runs 2 and 3) Public 4-court 33 x 18 594 1997 2024 46 96 1,472 

Icknield Community College Edu. (in-house) 
4-court 34.5 x 20 690 1980 2010 34 44 

1,726 
Activity 18 x 10 180 1980 2009 34 44 

Langtree School Edu. (in-house) 
4-court 34.5 x 20 690 1984 2007 39 51 

1,979 
Activity 18 x 10 180 1974  39 51 

Lord Williams's School Edu. (in-house) 4-court 33 x 18 594 1995   36 44 1,152 

Maiden Erlegh Chiltern Edge School Edu. (in-house) 4-court 34.5 x 20 690 1960 2009 36.5 40.5 1,168 

Shiplake College Edu. (in-house) 4-court 33 x 18 594 1974 2007 15 15 480 

Thame Leisure Centre (refurb Runs 2 and 3) Public 
4-court 33 x 18 594 1982 2025 40 53.3 

2,030 
Activity 18 x 10 180 1982  40 53.3 

The Henley College Edu. (in-house) 3-court 27 x 18 486 1990 2012 17.5 17.5 420 

The Oratory Sports Centre Edu. (in-house) 4-court 33 x 18 594 1989 2014 44 91 1,408 

The Park Sports Centre Public 5-court 42 x 22 924 1985 2007 46 104.6 1,840 

Wallingford School Edu. (in-house) 4-court 34.5 x 20 690 1999   33 37 1,056 

Willowbrook Leisure Centre Community 
4-court 35 x 20 700 2002   44 93.5 

2,109 
Activity 17 x 9 153 2002  44 93.5 
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2.3 The facilities excluded from the study, with explanations, are listed in Appendix 1. 

2.4 The total supply of sports halls in Run 1 is the equivalent of 82.7 badminton courts, of which 

63.5 are available for community use in the weekly peak period.  The total supply increases 

by 4.0 courts in Run 2 and by a further 1.0 court in Run 3.  The available supply increases by 

3.9 courts in Run 2 and by a further 0.5 courts in Run 3. 

2.5 Key finding 1 is that in Runs 1 and 3, 23% of the total supply is unavailable for community 

use in the weekly peak period, in Run 2 it is 22%.  There is scope to increase capacity for 

community use. 

Providers 

Chart 2.1: South Oxfordshire Sports Hall Sites by Operation Type 
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2.6 The five public leisure centres account for 29% of the sites in Run 1 and 28% in Runs 2 and 

3.  The sports halls are available to all residents and provide for recreational pay-and-play, 

organised team and individual sports activities. 

2.7 The educational sector is the largest provider with 11 sites in Run 1, which is 65% of the 

total, and 12 sites in Runs 2 and 2, which is 67% of the total.  All the educational sports halls 

are manged in-house.  They will be available for organised use by sports clubs and 

community groups but not for pay-and-play. 

2.8 Willowbrook Leisure Centre is a community site operated by Didcot Town Council for Didcot 

residents. 

Scale 

2.9 The District does not have a double-court sports hall of six or eight courts, which would be 

suitable for multiple sports activities and hosting of events.  The largest sports halls have five 

courts, which can accommodate multiple sports activities at the same time, and are at the 

public leisure centres: 

¶ The Park Sports Centre ² can accommodate 1,840 visits in the weekly peak period 

¶ New Abbey Sports Centre ² a modelled option in Run 3 only, and can accommodate 

1,640 visits in the weekly peak period 

2.10 In Run 2 there are 15 four-court halls, of which: 

¶ Six have dimensions of 34.5/35m x 20m (including Didcot North East Leisure Facility 

not open in Run 1).  This is the size that Sport England and the National Governing 

Bodies for hall sports recommend for a four-court hall.  These dimensions can cater for 

all hall sports at the community level of participation and also meet the requirements for 

hall sports club development. 

¶ Nine have dimensions of 33m x 18m (one is replaced in Run 3 by the five-court hall at 

Abbey Sports Centre).  This size of sports hall, while meeting the requirements for most 

indoor hall sports at the community level of participation, has less space between and 

behind individual courts. 

2.11 In all runs, there are seven sites that have both a main hall and an activity hall.  At five venues 

the activity hall is 18m x 10m and at two venues it is 17m x 9m. 

2.12 The at-one-time capacity of a main hall with marked courts is eight people per badminton 

court (the equivalent area of a badminton court is 144 sqm).  For an activity hall, this 

increases to 15 people per court.  Therefore, an activity hall has almost double the capacity 

of a main hall with the same dimensions. 

2.13 Where a sports hall site has a main hall and an activity hall, the activities for the two halls are 

programmed together.  The main hall can accommodate big/high space activities such as 

basketball and badminton, which have low participant numbers.  The activity hall can 

accommodate smaller space activities such as martial arts, which have higher participant 

numbers. 
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Availability 

Chart 2.2: Availability of South Oxfordshire Sports Halls by Site Type* 

 

* Abbey Sports Centre repeated, as 46 hours available in Runs 1 and 2 and 41 hours in Run 3 

2.14 In Runs 1 and 2, three sports hall sites are available for the maximum 46 hours in the weekly 

peak period and they are all public leisure centres.  In Run 3 the replacement sports hall at 

Abbey Sports Centre is modelled to be available for 41 hours.  The other public leisure 

centres are available for 39 hours and 40 hours in the weekly peak period. 

2.15 Willowbrook Leisure Centre (community site) is available for 44 hours in the weekly peak 

period and has the largest capacity in the District, at 2,109 visits in the weekly peak period. 

2.16 Each educational provider determines the policy, type of community use and hours available 

in the weekly peak period: 

¶ In Runs 2 and 3, Didcot North East Leisure Facility is modelled to be available for 45 

hours 

¶ The Oratory Sports Centre has the next most availability for an educational site, at 44 

hours 

¶ Six educational sites are available for between 32 hours and 39 hours 

¶ Two educational sites are available for 25 hours 

¶ The Henley College has a low availability, at 17.5 hours, and has the least capacity, at 

420 visits in the weekly peak period 

¶ Shiplake College has the lowest availability, at 15 hours, and has the second smallest 

capacity, at 480 visits in the weekly peak period 

2.17 Overall, there is a strong commitment to community use at ten of the educational sites in 

Runs 2 and 3, which are available for more than half of the weekly peak period.  However, 

there is still scope to increase the hours available and enhance capacity. 

Least Available Most Available 
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Age 

2.18 The oldest sports hall is Europa School UK, which was built in 1900 and refurbished in 1978.  

The second oldest sports hall is Maiden Erlegh Chiltern Edge School, which opened in 1960 

and was modernised in 2009. 

2.19 The main sports halls were then opened as follows: 

¶ One in 1974 

¶ Seven in the 1980s (including Abbey Sports Centre) 

¶ Four in the 1990s 

¶ Three since 2000 (excluding Didcot North East Leisure Facility modelled to open in 

2028 and replacement of Abbey Sports Centre modelled to open in 2031) 

2.20 The most recent sports hall to open is Cranford House School in 2015. 

2.21 In Run 1 (2023) the average age of all the sites is 39 years, and 37 years for the public leisure 

centres.  In Run 2 (2041) the average age of all the sites and the public leisure centres 

increases to 55 years.  The average age is the same because Didcot North East Leisure 

Facility is included and is an educational site.  In Run 3 (2041) the average age of the public 

leisure centres is less, at 45 years, because of the replacement of Abbey Sports Centre and 

this also reduces the average age of all the sites to 52 years. 

2.22 Key finding 2 is that of the 14 main sports halls that opened before 2000, 12 have been or 

are due to be modernised.   None of the sports halls built since 2000 have been refurbished. 

2.23 There is an increasing need for modernisation as the more recent sports halls age.  

Undertaking planned maintenance together with dilapidation surveys can help to define the 

scope of refurbishment works. 

2.24 Modernisation is defined as one or more of the following:  

¶ Upgrade of the sports hall floor to a sprung timber floor 

¶ Upgrade of the lighting in the sports hall 

¶ Modernisation of the changing accommodation 

2.25 These refurbishments increase the attractiveness of sports halls to users.  There are also 

minor works, such as redecoration or replacing line markings, that do not alter the 

attractiveness of the halls. 

Sports Hall Locations 

2.26 There are only six sports hall sites in the northern half of the District (see Map 2.1).  There are 

seven sites that are close to the boundary with Vale of White Horse, of which four are in 

Didcot.
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  Map 2.1: Location of Sports Halls across the Runs (2023 and 2041)  

 

 

Refurbished or Proposed Sports 
Hall Location 
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3 DEMAND FOR SPORTS HALLS 

In the study area, South Oxfordshire has the second highest percentage increase in demand 

for sports halls between 2023 and 2041, after Vale of White Horse.  Demand is projected to 

decrease in Reading, Oxford and West Berkshire. 

Demand is highest in Didcot in 2023 and 2041.  There are extensive areas of the District with 

no or very little demand. 

Table 3.1: Demand for Sports Halls in South Oxfordshire by Run 

Total Demand Run 1 Run 2 Run 3 

South Oxfordshire 2023 2041 2041 

Population 151,383 199,377 199,377 

Visits demanded per week in peak period 12,415 16,116 16,116 

Demand in courts with comfort factor included 42.2 54.7 54.7 

% of demand in the 10% most deprived LSOAs nationally 0% 0% 0% 

 

3.1 Demand is calculated from the resident population.  South Oxfordshire and Vale of White 

Horse District Councils provided their population forecasts by middle super output area 

(MSOA) for 2023 and 2041, and both are greater than the Office for National Statistics 2018-

based population projection. 

3.2 Key finding 3 is that South Oxfordshire®s population is projected to increase by 32% 

between 2023 and 2041, which generates a 30% increase in demand for sports halls. 

Demand in the Study Area 

3.3 In the study area, Vale of White Horse has the largest increase in demand between 2023 and 

2041, at 34%. 

3.4 In the other neighbouring local authority areas, which are based on the Office for National 

Statistics 2018-based population projection, the change is significantly smaller than in South 

Oxfordshire.  Cherwell has the next largest increase at 4%.  Demand is projected to 

decrease in Reading by 1%, Oxford by 5% and West Berkshire by 6%. 

  

Definition of total demand ² This represents the total demand for sports halls by gender 

and for six age bands from 0 to 79 and is calculated as the percentage of each age 

band/gender that participates.  This is added to the frequency of participation in each 

age band/gender to arrive at a total demand figure, which is expressed in visits in the 

weekly peak period and number of badminton courts.  The FPM parameters for the 

percentage and frequency of participation, for gender and age, are calculated from Sport 

England®s Active Lives survey up to March 2020 and set out in Appendix 3. 
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Table 3.2: Demand for Sports Halls by Area and Run 

Demand in Court Equivalents Considering a 

­Comfort® Factor 
Run 1 Runs 2-3 % Change 

Area 2023 2041 2023²2041 

South Oxfordshire 42.2 54.7 30% 

Cherwell 43.7 45.4 4% 

Oxford 46.2 43.8 -5% 

Vale of White Horse 40.6 54.5 34% 

Buckinghamshire UA 156.0 156.4 0% 

Reading UA 49.2 48.6 -1% 

West Berkshire UA 44.4 41.8 -6% 

Wokingham UA 50.3 52.1 3% 

Geographical Distribution  of Demand 

3.5 In 2023 Didcot has the greatest demand totalling 9.8 courts across 11 square kilometres 

within the District (see Map 3.1).  It has the highest density of demand at 1.5 courts and 1.7 

courts per square kilometre (light blue squares).  There are also four square kilometres with 

between 1.0 court and 1.4 courts per square kilometre (medium blue squares). 

3.6 Demand in other areas of the District is: 

¶ Thame ² 3.5 courts across four square kilometres with a maximum density of 1.4 

courts per square kilometre (medium blue square) 

¶ Henley-on-Thames ² 3.0 courts across four square kilometres with a maximum density 

of 0.8 courts per square kilometre (dark blue squares) 

¶ Wallingford ² 2.7 courts across five square kilometres with a maximum density of 1.2 

courts per square kilometre (medium blue square) 

¶ Chinnor ² 2.2 courts across four square kilometres with a maximum density of 1.2 

courts (medium blue square) 

3.7 Demand in the remainder of the District is mostly less than half a court per square kilometre 

(purple squares) with a few square kilometres of between 0.5 courts and 0.8 courts per 

square kilometre (dark blue squares). 

3.8 Key finding 4 is that demand in Berinsfield increases from 0.8 of a court in 2023 to 3.2 courts 

in 2041 (yellow square in Map 3.2).  This increase is the largest in one area of the District 

because the current geographical distribution of demand in the MSOA is concentrated in this 

area. 

  



 

12 

3.9 The other large increases in demand per square kilometre between 2023 and 2041 are in: 

¶ Watlington ² from 0.6 courts to 1.3 courts (medium blue square) 

¶ Long Wittenham (on the border with Vale of White Horse) ² from 0.3 courts to 1.0 court 

(medium blue square) 

3.10 In 2041 demand in other areas of the District is (see Map 3.2). 

¶ Didcot ² large increase to 11.1 courts across 11 square kilometres with a maximum 

density of 1.9 courts per square kilometre (light blue square) 

¶ Thame ² small increase to 3.7 courts across four square kilometres with a maximum 

density of 1.6 courts per square kilometre (light blue square) 

¶ Henley-on-Thames ² very small increase to 3.1 courts across four square kilometres 

with a maximum density of 0.9 courts per square kilometre (dark blue square) 

¶ Wallingford ² small increase to 3.1 courts across five square kilometres with a 

maximum density of 1.3 courts per square kilometre (medium blue square) 

¶ Chinnor ² small decrease to 2.0 courts across four square kilometres with a maximum 

density of 1.1 courts (medium blue square) 

3.11 In the remainder of the District, there are some small increases in demand but the density 

remains at less than 0.8 of a court per square kilometre. 

Deprivation 

3.12 None of the District®s demand is in the 10% most-deprived lower super output areas 

(LSOAs) nationally. 

3.13 The areas of highest deprivation in the District are Berinsfield and northwest Didcot (see Map 

3.3). 

3.14 The Index of Multiple Deprivation (IMD) score is used in the FPM to limit whether people will 

use commercial facilities (see Appendix 3 for definition of IMD).  A weighting factor is 

incorporated to reflect the cost element often associated with commercial facilities.  The 

assumption is that the higher the IMD score (less affluence), the less likely the population of 

the LSOA would choose to go to a commercial facility. 
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  Map 3.1: Demand for Sports Halls in 2023 (Run 1) 

   FPM peak period demand aggregated at 1km square grid level expressed as number of badminton courts and shown thematically (colours). 
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  Map 3.2: Demand for Sports Halls in 2041 (Run 3) 

   FPM peak period demand aggregated at 1km square grid level expressed as number of badminton courts and shown thematically (colours). 

New or Refurbed Sports Hall 
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  Map 3.3: Deprivation in 2019 (Runs 1 to 3) 

   Deprivation shown thematically (colours) at lower super output area level by decile. 

 

New or Refurbed Sports Hall 




























































































