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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

Introduction 

0.1 South Oxfordshire District Council (also referred to as South Oxfordshire or the District) is 

reviewing the current provision of swimming pools and assessing future demand and level of 

provision required to 2041. 

0.2 This report has been prepared based on an assessment using the Sport England Facilities 

Planning Model (FPM) spatial modelling tool.  The FPM study is a quantitative, accessibility 

and spatial assessment of the supply, demand and access to swimming pools. 

0.3 The FPM modelling runs are to provide: 

¶ Run 1 ² a baseline assessment of provision in 2023 

¶ Run 2 ² a forward assessment of demand for swimming pools and its distribution, 

based on the projected changes in population between 2023 and 2041 and the 

addition of a learner pool at Didcot Wave Leisure Centre 

¶ Run 3 ² provides an assessment of the impact of the modelled option for change at 

Abbey Sports Centre has in meeting the demand for swimming pools and its 

distribution up to 2041 

0.4 The main report sets out the full set of findings under each of the seven assessment 

headings. 

0.5 The next section of the report provides the headline strategic overview, the key findings and 

interventions arising from the FPM study on supply, demand and accessibility. 

Headline Strategic Overview 

0.6 The headline strategic finding is that the current and future demand for swimming pools can 

be met by the available supply.  There is a significant increase in South Oxfordshire­s 

population and demand for swimming pools to 2041.  The percentage increase in demand is 

the second highest in the study area, after Vale of White Horse. 

0.7 A high level of the demand for swimming pools is met in 2023 and 2041, with visits 

increasing significantly.  Around two-thirds of the satisfied demand is met within South 

Oxfordshire.  Unmet demand is low, with nearly all unmet demand located too far from a 

facility and not due to lack of swimming pool capacity. 

0.8 In both runs in 2041 four sites are uncomfortably full, but two sites in the south of the District 

have low utilisation. 

0.9 Replacement of Abbey Sports Centre on the same site with a larger pool is included as an 

option in this assessment and is not a commitment.  Its provision is supported by the FPM 

findings at the scale modelled in Run 3.  It improves the quality of the public leisure centre 

offer and is located in an area where demand increases significantly to 2041. 



 

0.10 Retention of all the other public leisure centres is important, as this will ensure that nearly all 

residents have access to swimming pools in all areas of the District. 

0.11 There is a reasonable level of modernisation of the four swimming pools that were built 

before 2000, with one public leisure centre and one educational site having been 

refurbished.  There will be an increasing need for modernisation to 2041 in order to maintain 

the quality of the swimming offer and the attractiveness of the pools. 

0.12 The focus for investment is modernisation of the stock, and not further provision beyond that 

modelled. 

Key Findings 

0.13 The key findings that underpin the headline strategic overview are as follows: 

1. The four public leisure centres provide 57% of South Oxfordshire®s swimming pool 

sites.  There are two educational sites (providing 29%) and one commercial site (14%). 

2. South Oxfordshire®s population is projected to increase by 32% between 2023 and 

2041, resulting in a 30% increase in demand for swimming pools. 

3. The west of the District has the largest increase in demand from 2023 to 2041 in the 

wards of Berinsfield, Garsingston and Horspath, Sandford and the Wittenhams. 

4. In 2023, 70% of the District®s residents are within a 20-minute cycle ride of a 

swimming pool.  In 2041 this increases slightly to 71%.  Didcot Wave Leisure Centre 

has the most South Oxfordshire residents within a 20-minute cycle ride.  Abbey Sports 

Centre has the fewest in 2023 but, due to the increase in population in 2041, it then 

has the second highest. 

5. A high proportion of South Oxfordshire®s demand is met, at 92% in all runs.   The 

number of visits met in the weekly peak period increases from 9,079 in Run 1 to 

11,794 visits in Run 2 and remains similar in Run 3 at 11,737 visits. 

6. There is an increase in visits retained within the District with each run.  In 2023, 67% of 

South Oxfordshire®s satisfied demand is met at the District®s swimming pools.  In 2041 

the proportion is lower because more visits are met overall, at 62% in Run 2 and 66% 

in Run 3. 

7. Unmet demand is 8% of demand in all years, but in terms of water space is lowest in 

Run 1 at 125 sqm and highest in Run 3 at 168 sqm.  Nearly all unmet demand is due 

to being too far from a facility.  Unmet demand from lack of swimming pool capacity is 

less than 1 sqm of water in Run 1 and 19 sqm in Run 3. 

8. In Run 3 the two locations where the most unmet demand can be met are Watlington 

and west Benson, at 49 sqm of water.  In Watlington this will include unmet demand 

from the Wycombe area of Buckinghamshire.  The reachable unmet demand at either 

location is an insufficient amount to consider provision of a new swimming pool to 

improve access for residents. 

9. In all runs there is sufficient swimming pool capacity to meet demand.  However, the 

distribution of demand means that some sites are uncomfortably full at peak times. 



 

South Oxfordshire®s findings related to Vale of White Horse 

0.14 Runs 2 and 3 include a new learner pool at Wantage Leisure Centre in Vale of White Horse, 

due to open in 2025. 

0.15 South Oxfordshire®s demand is highest in Didcot on the border with Vale of White Horse, but 

demand along the rest of the boundary is low. 

0.16 The majority of South Oxfordshire®s exported demand goes to Oxford.  Vale of White Horse 

accounts for between 15% and 21% of all exported demand across the runs.  The number 

of visits exported to Vale of White Horse is greatest in Run 2 when demand has increased in 

2041, but lowest in Run 3 when the new pool at Abbey Sports Centre is included. 

0.17 Unmet demand is very low in all runs along both sides of the boundary of South Oxfordshire 

and Vale of White Horse, although slightly higher in the Didcot area. 

0.18 In both runs in 2041 the most imported demand to South Oxfordshire comes from Vale of 

White of Horse due the attractiveness and increased capacity of Didcot Wave Leisure Centre 

in Run 2 and Abbey Sports Centre in Run 3. 

0.19 South Oxfordshire exports more visits to Vale of White Horse than it imports in Runs 1 and 2, 

but imports more visits from Vale of White Horse than it exports in Run 3. 

Interventions 

0.20 Modernisation of the swimming pools is the key intervention.  Four swimming pool sites 

opened before 2000 and two have been modernised.  Two sites opened between 2003 and 

2008 and neither has been modernised. 

0.21 In Runs 1 and 2 the average age of the public leisure centres is older than the other sites.  In 

Run 2 (2041) the average age of all the sites is 48 years, and 52 years for the public leisure 

centres.  If Abbey Sports Centre is replaced in 2031, the average age of the public leisure 

centres in 2041 reduces to 40 years, and the average age of all sites to 41 years. 

0.22 Based on the FPM findings the centres for modernisation, in order, are: 

¶ Thame Leisure Centre: 

o Opened in 2003 and unmodernised 

o Important site in terms of accessibility as it is the only public leisure centre in the 

northeast of the District 

o Good community swimming offer of a 25m pool and a learner pool, which 

provides all swimming activities in suitable pools 

o Estimated peak period utilisation of 67% in 2023, increasing to 71% in both runs 

in 2041 due to the increase in demand 

o Scale of site is suitable for demand in the area and has the potential to increase 

the hours that the learner pool is available for in the weekly peak period to 

enhance capacity if required 



 

¶ Henley Leisure Centre: 

o Opened in 1977 and unmodernised 

o Important site in terms of accessibility as it is the only public leisure centre in the 

southeast of the District 

o Smallest public leisure centre pool in Run 3, at 25m x 9m, but it has the third 

largest capacity in the District in the weekly peak period 

o Estimated peak period utilisation of 23% in all runs 

o Scale of site is suitable for demand in the area and could reduce the hours 

available in the weekly peak period to decrease the capacity if required 

0.23 Based on the quantitative assessment there does not need to be further provision at either 

site.  Requirements for modernisation should be based on condition surveys and be subject 

to a feasibility study focusing on modernisation that enhances the offer and provides a more 

cost-effective site. 

Next Steps 

0.24 These interventions and suggested next steps are based on the FPM findings and should be 

considered as a key part of the all-round evidence base currently being developed to inform 

the South Oxfordshire Built Facilities Strategy.  Combining the FPM assessment with the 

wider review of provision will lead to well considered options on the best ways to meet the 

projected demand for swimming pools up to 2041 and beyond. 
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1. INTRODUCTION 

1.1 South Oxfordshire District Council is reviewing the current provision of swimming pools and 

assessing the future provision required to 2041. 

1.2 The key drivers for the work are to: 

¶ Support work on South Oxfordshire Leisure Facilities Assessment and Strategy 

¶ Understand how the current supply of swimming pools is meeting the 2023 demand 

(Run 1) 

¶ Understand the impact that population change has in meeting demand for swimming 

pools and its distribution up to 2041 (Run 2) 

¶ Model an option for a change in the supply of swimming pools and the impact this has 

in meeting the demand for swimming pools and its distribution up to 2041 (Run 3) 

1.3 The outputs from the FPM assessment will inform: 

1. South Oxfordshire®s strategic planning review of swimming pools provision and future 

strategy 

2. A needs assessment and evidence base that contributes to: 

o Securing inward investment for swimming pools modernisation and possible 

further provision 

o Development of planning policies for the provision of indoor sports facilities 

1.4 The sequence of work is based on assessments known as runs, and these are set out in the 

Executive Summary. 

The Study Area 

1.5 The assessments include the swimming pools and population in South Oxfordshire and the 

neighbouring local authority areas, which comprises study area (see Map 1.1). 

1.6 A customer®s choice of swimming pool does not respect local authority boundaries.  There 

may be management and possibly pricing incentives for customers to use sports facilities in 

their local authority area.  Other factors that influence choice of swimming pool include: 

¶ How close the venue is to where residents live or work 

¶ Other facilities at the same site, such as a gym or studio 

¶ The programming of the pool with swimming activities that appeal to residents and are 

available at times that fit with the lifestyle of residents 

¶ The age and condition of the facility and inherently its attractiveness 

1.7 Increasingly, the quality of swimming pools and their offer are of more importance to 

residents in their choice of venues.  New facilities will have a significant draw because of the 

quality of the venues. 
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1.8 In determining the position across the District, it is important to take full account of the 

swimming pools and population in neighbouring local authority areas.  The most attractive 

facility for some South Oxfordshire residents may be outside the District (known as exported 

demand).  For residents of neighbouring authorities, their most attractive swimming pool may 

be inside the District (known as imported demand). 

1.9 To take account of these factors, a study area is established that places South Oxfordshire 

at its centre and includes the neighbouring local authority areas. 

 Map 1.1: Study Area for South Oxfordshire Swimming Pools Assessment 

 

Report Structure, Content and Sequence 

1.10 The findings for the South Oxfordshire assessment are set out in a series of tables for the 

three runs.  This allows a ­read across® to see the specific impact of changes between Runs 

1 and 3 and builds up the picture of change. 
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1.11 The headings for each table are:

¶ Supply 

¶ Demand 

¶ Accessibility 

¶ Satisfied Demand 

¶ Unmet Demand 

¶ Used Capacity 

¶ Local Share

1.12 The terms listed above are defined beneath the tables. 

1.13 To support the findings, this report also includes maps that show swimming pool locations, 

demand, deprivation, driving and walking coverage, public transport access, exported 

satisfied demand, unmet demand, imported used capacity and local share. 

1.14 Where valid, the findings for neighbouring local authorities are set out.  A commentary is 

provided on these comparable findings.  For example, some local authorities like to know 

how their findings on sqm of water per 1,000 population compare with those of neighbouring 

local authorities. 

1.15 The key findings in each of the sections are numbered and highlighted in bold typeface. 

1.16 The facilities excluded from the study, with explanations, are listed in Appendix 1.  Details of 

the swimming pools in the neighbouring local authority areas for the assessment are set out 

in Appendix 2.  The FPM and its parameters are described in Appendix 3. 

1.17 All maps for the study are provided in a separate document as layered PDFs. 
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2. SWIMMING POOL SUPPLY 

There are three types of provider; four public leisure centres, two educational sites and one 

commercial site. 

In Runs 2 and 3, two public leisure centres have two pools, and two are single pool sites. 

The swimming pools are ageing and there is an increasing need for modernisation up to 

2041 in order to retain their attractiveness to residents.  One of the public leisure centres has 

been modernised. 

Table 2.1: Supply of Swimming Pools in South Oxfordshire by Run 

Supply Run 1 Run 2 Run 3 

South Oxfordshire 2023 2041 2041 

Number of pools 9 10 10 

Number of pool sites 7 7 7 

Supply in sqm of water 1,670 1,870 1,972 

Supply in sqm of water scaled with hours available in peak period 1,391 1,506 1,584 

Supply in visits per week in peak period 12,175 13,175 13,860 

Average age of all of sites 30 48 41 

Average age of public sites 34 52 40 

 

 

2.1 The run sequence and content in South Oxfordshire is as follows: 

¶ Run 1 models nine swimming pools across seven sites 

¶ Run 2 models ten swimming pools across seven sites, including a new learner pool at 

Didcot Wave Leisure Centre which is modelled to open in 2025 

¶ Run 3 models ten swimming pools across seven sites, including the replacement of 

Abbey Sports Centre with a larger pool to open in 2031 

2.2 Runs 2 and 3 also include a new learner pool at Wantage Leisure Centre in Vale of White 

Horse due to open in 2025. 

Definition of supply ² This is the supply or capacity of the swimming pools available for 

community and swimming club use in the weekly peak period.  Supply is expressed in the 

number of visits that a pool can accommodate in the weekly peak period and in square 

metres of water. 

 

Weekly peak period ² This is when most visits take place and when users have most 

flexibility to visit.  The peak period for swimming pools is one hour on weekday mornings, 

one hour on weekday lunchtimes, five and a half hours on weekday evenings, and seven 

and a half hours on weekend days.  This gives a total of 52.5 hours per week.  The 

modelling and recommendations are based on the ability of the public to access facilities 

during this weekly peak period. 
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Table 2.2: Details of Swimming Pools in South Oxfordshire Included in the Runs 

Site Operation 
Facility 

Type 

Dimensions 

(m) 

Area 

(sqm) 

Year 

Built 

Year 

Refurb 

Peak 

Hours 

Total 

Hours 

Capacity 

(visits in weekly 

peak period) 

Abbey Sports Centre Runs 1 and 2 Public 3-lane 18.5 x 8 148 1983   40.3 55 994 

Abbey Sports Centre (New) Run 3 only Public 4-lane 25 x 10 250 2031   40.3 55 1,679 

Didcot Wave Leisure Centre Run 1 only Public Leisure 25 x 12.5 313 1993 2017 52.5 97.5 2,739 

Didcot Wave Leisure Centre (Learner pool 

added) Runs 2 and 3 
Public 

Leisure 25 x 12.5 313 1993 2017 52.5 97.5 
3,739 

Learner 20 x 10 200 2025   30 50 

Henley Leisure Centre  Public 4-lane 25 x 9 225 1977   52.5 96 1,969 

Phyllis Court Club Commercial 3-lane 20 x 6 120 2018   52.5 112 1,050 

Thame Leisure Centre Public 
5-lane 25 x 10 250 

2003   
51 93 

2,558 
Learner 10 x 10 100 26 34.5 

The Oratory Preparatory School Educational 
4-lane 25 x 10 250 

2008   
25 27 

1,148 
Learner 8 x 8 64 10 20 

The Oratory Sports Centre Educational 4-lane 25 x 8 200 1970 2014 51.5 91 1,717 
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District-wide Capacity 

2.3 The total water space in South Oxfordshire increases by 200 sqm from Run 1 to Run 2, as 

this is the size of the learner pool at Didcot Wave Leisure Centre.  From Run 2 to Run 3 the 

increase in total water space is 102 sqm because that is the difference in size between the 

current swimming pool at Abbey Sports Centre and the new pool. 

2.4 When scaled against the hours that the water space is available for in the weekly peak 

period, the water space in Run 1 in South Oxfordshire reduces from 1,670 sqm to 1,391 

sqm.  Therefore, 17% of the water space is unavailable for community use in the weekly 

peak period. 

2.5 In Run 2, 19% of the total water space in the District is unavailable because the learner pool 

at Didcot Wave Leisure Centre is modelled as available for only 30 hours out of a total of 

52.5 hours. 

2.6 In Run 3 the unavailable water space increases to 20% because, although the new pool at 

Abbey Sports Centre is available for the same hours as the current pool, it has a larger area. 

2.7 The District-wide capacity available in the weekly peak period increases from 12,175 visits in 

Run 1 to 13,175 visits in Run 2.  In Run 3 there is a smaller increase to 13,860 visits in the 

weekly peak period. 

Providers 

Chart 2.1: South Oxfordshire Swimming Pool Sites by Operation Type 

.. 

2.8 Key finding 1 is that the four public leisure centres provide 57% of South Oxfordshire®s 

swimming pool sites.  There are two educational sites (providing 29%) and one commercial 

site (14%). 
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Public Leisure Centres 

2.9 The four public leisure centres are: 

¶ Abbey Sports Centre 

¶ Didcot Wave Leisure Centre 

¶ Henley Leisure Centre 

¶ Thame Leisure Centre 

2.10 They are available for use by all residents and provide all swimming activities of: 

¶ Learn to swim 

¶ Casual recreational swimming 

¶ Lane and fitness swimming activities 

¶ Swimming development through clubs 

¶ Developing confidence in water, fun and family-based activities (at Didcot Wave 

Leisure Centre) 

2.11 In Run 1 Thame Leisure Centre is the only public leisure centre with two pools and has the 

most water space.  It has a 25m five-lane pool and a learner pool of 10m x 10m.  In all runs 

the site has the second largest capacity in the District at 2,558 visits in the weekly peak 

period.  The learner pool is only available for half of the peak period and, therefore, there is 

potential to increase capacity at the site if required in the future. 

2.12 In all runs Didcot Wave Leisure Centre has the largest capacity in the weekly peak period. 

¶ In Run 1 it has a leisure pool of 25m x 12.5m which can accommodate 2,739 visits in 

the weekly peak period 

¶ In Runs 2 and 3 the addition of a learner pool of 20m x 10m means it has an extensive 

offer with the largest amount of water space, and its capacity increases to 3,739 visits 

in the weekly peak period 

2.13 Two swimming pools on one site allows all swimming activities to take place in suitable 

pools. 

2.14 Henley Leisure Centre and Abbey Sports Centre are single pool sites in all runs.  They 

provide recreational swimming, learn to swim and fitness activities, which are limited to one 

activity at a time. 

2.15 In Runs 1 and 2 Abbey Sports Centre has the smallest capacity in the District at 994 visits in 

the weekly peak period.  It has a small pool with a length less than 20m.  In Run 3 it is 

modelled to be replaced with a 25m x 10m pool opening in 2031.  This increases the 

capacity to 1,679 visits in the weekly peak period. 

2.16 In Run 3 Henley Leisure Centre is the smallest public leisure centre pool at 25m x 9m, but it 

has the third largest capacity in the District at 1,969 visits in the weekly peak period. 
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Educational Sites 

2.17 Access at educational swimming pool sites depends on the policy of each individual 

school/college towards community use: 

¶ Some educational owners will proactively encourage community use and allow regular 

hire by swimming clubs and may also operate a learn to swim school 

¶ Other schools/colleges will have a responsive, more limited, approach to community 

use, and only hire the pool on an irregular basis 

2.18 Both The Oratory Preparatory School and The Oratory Sports Centre cater for recreational 

swimming, lane swimming, fitness activities and learn to swim. 

2.19 The Oratory Preparatory School is the largest educational pool site, with a 25m x 10m pool 

and a learner pool of 8m x 8m.  However, its limited availability to the community means that 

it has the smallest capacity in the weekly peak period of the educational sites, and the 

second smallest capacity in the District, at 1,148 visits. 

2.20 The Oratory Sports Centre has a 25m four-lane pool, which is available to the community 

through membership and single session booking for almost all of the weekly peak period.  It 

has the fourth largest capacity in the District at 1,717 visits in the weekly peak period. 

Commercial Site 

2.21 Phyllis Court Club provides recreational swimming by its membership and operates a swim 

school.  It has a 20m pool which can accommodate 1,050 visits in the weekly peak period.  

It has the second smallest capacity in Runs 1 and 2, and the smallest capacity in Run 3. 

Age 

2.22 The Oratory Sports Centre is the oldest swimming pool site, opened in 1970 but modernised 

in 2014. 

2.23 Henley Leisure Centre is the oldest public leisure centre, opened in 1977. 

2.24 Of the four swimming pool sites opened before 2000, two have been modernised.  This 

includes Didcot Wave Leisure Centre, which opened in 1993 and was modernised in 2017. 

2.25 In Runs 1 and 2 the average age of the public leisure centres is more than the other sites.  In 

Run 2 (2041) the average age of all the sites is 48 years, and 52 years for the public leisure 

centres.  If Abbey Sports Centre is replaced in 2031, the average age of the public leisure 

centres in 2041 reduces to 40 years, and the average age of all sites to 41 years. 

2.26 There will be an increasing need for further modernisation up to 2041. 
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Swimming Pool Locations 

2.27 Three of the public leisure centres are located in the towns close to the borders of the 

District (see Map 2.1): 

¶ Didcot in the west 

¶ Thame in the northeast 

¶ Henley-on-Thames in the southeast 

2.28 Abbey Sports Centre is in the village of Berinsfield and is the site closest to the centre of the 

District. 

2.29 The educational sites and commercial site are in the south of the District.  Phyllis Court Club 

is close to Henley Leisure Centre. 
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  Map 2.1: Location of Swimming Pools in Runs 1 to 3 (2023 and 2041) 
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3. DEMAND FOR SWIMMING POOLS 

The percentage increase in demand for swimming pools from 2023 to 2041 is the second 

highest in the study area after Vale of White Horse.  Demand is projected to decrease in 

three authorities; Oxford, Reading and West Berkshire. 

Didcot has the greatest demand in both years. 

Table 3.1: Demand for Swimming Pools in South Oxfordshire by Run 

Demand Run 1 Run 2 Run 3 

South Oxfordshire 2023 2041 2041 

Population 151,383 199,377 199,377 

Visits demanded in weekly peak period 9,842 12,761 12,761 

Demand in sqm of water with comfort factor included 1,618 2,098 2,098 

% of demand in the 10% most deprived LSOAs nationally 0% 0% 0% 

 

3.1 Demand is calculated from the resident population.  South Oxfordshire and Vale of White 

Horse District Councils provided their population forecasts by middle super output area 

(MSOA) for 2023 and 2041, and both are greater than the Office for National Statistics 2018-

based population projection. 

3.2 Key finding 2 is that South Oxfordshire®s population is projected to increase by 32% 

between 2023 and 2041, resulting in a 30% increase in demand for swimming pools. 

Demand in the Study Area 

3.3 In the study area, Vale of White Horse has the largest proportional increase in demand 

between 2023 and 2041, at 34%. 

3.4 In the neighbouring local authority areas, which are based on the Office for National Statistics 

projection, the change is significantly smaller than in South Oxfordshire.  Cherwell has the 

next largest increase at 4%.   Demand is projected to decrease in three neighbouring local 

authority areas, with the largest percentage decrease being in Oxford, at 7%. 

 

Definition of total demand ² This represents the total demand for swimming by gender 

and for six age bands from 0 to 80+ and is calculated as the percentage of each age 

band/gender that participates.  This is added to the frequency of participation in each 

age band/gender to arrive at a total demand figure, which is expressed in visits in the 

weekly peak period and square metres of water.  The FPM parameters for the 

percentage of participation and frequency of participation, for gender and for different 

age bands, are calculated from Sport England®s Active Lives survey up to March 2020 

and are set out in Appendix 3. 
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Table 3.2: Demand for Swimming Pools by Area and Run 

Demand in sqm of Water Considering a 

­Comfort® Factor 
Run 1 Runs 2²3 % Change 

Area 2023 2041 2023²2041 

South Oxfordshire 1,618 2,098 30% 

Cherwell 1,679 1,748 4% 

Oxford 1,600 1,485 -7% 

Vale of White Horse 1,553 2,079 34% 

Buckinghamshire UA 4,241 4,311 2% 

Reading UA 1,815 1,775 -2% 

West Berkshire UA 1,714 1,615 -6% 

Wokingham UA 1,948 2,009 3% 

Geographical Distribution of Demand 

3.5 In 2023 the highest density of demand per square kilometre is in Didcot, at 42 sqm of water 

(dark green square in Map 3.1).  There are five other square kilometres around Didcot Wave 

Leisure Centre that are within South Oxfordshire and have demand of between 25 sqm and 

36 sqm of water (light blue and medium blue squares).  The total demand across 11 square 

kilometres is 240 sqm of water. 

3.6 Thame has the next highest density of demand, at 36 sqm of water (light blue square), and a 

total of 101 sqm of water across eight square kilometres. 

3.7 Chinnor and Wallingford both have high density of demand per square kilometre, at 30 sqm 

and 31 sqm of water respectively (light blue squares).  Next to these areas there is demand 

of between 10 sqm and 13 sqm of water per square kilometre (medium blue squares).  Both 

areas have demand totalling 53 sqm of water across three square kilometres.  However, 

Wallingford has more demand across a wider area and is close to Cholsey, Benson and 

Ewelme, which all have clusters of demand. 

3.8 The highest density of demand in Henley-on-Thames is 21 sqm of water per square 

kilometre (medium blue square), but it has a total of 75 sqm of water across six square 

kilometres within South Oxfordshire. 

3.9 Outside of these areas are single square kilometres of between 10 sqm and 19 sqm of water 

(dark blue squares), but most of the demand is distributed at less than 10 sqm of water per 

square kilometre (purple squares). 

3.10 Demand at Abbey Sports Centre increases from 19 sqm of water in 2023 to 80 sqm of 

water in 2041.  The increase is large because the current geographical distribution of 

demand in the MSOA is concentrated in this area.  There are also large increases in other 

square kilometres of the MSOA, most notably northwest of Garsington at 23 sqm of water 

and Long Wittenham at 26 sqm of water (see Map 3.2). 
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3.11 Key finding 3 is that the west of South Oxfordshire sees the largest increase in demand from 

2023 to 2041 in the wards of Berinsfield, Garsingston and Horspath, Sandford and the 

Wittenhams. 

3.12 Watlington also has a large increase in demand per square kilometre from 2023 to 2041 at 

33 sqm of water (light blue square). 

3.13 In 2041 demand in Didcot increases to 274 sqm of water across 11 square kilometres, and 

there is also more demand on the border with Vale of White Horse. 

3.14 The increases in demand across the rest of the District are smaller: 

¶ Thame has 107 sqm of water across eight square kilometres 

¶ Wallingford has 80 sqm of water across five square kilometres, while there is no 

change in demand in Cholsey but small increases in Benson and Ewelme 

¶ Henley-on-Thames has 77 sqm of water across six square kilometres, and demand on 

the border with Wokingham remains the same at 19 sqm of water 

3.15 Demand in Chinnor decreases to 48 sqm water across three square kilometres. 

3.16 Outside of these areas demand remains at less than 20 sqm of water per square kilometre 

(dark blue and purple squares). 

Deprivation 

3.17 None of South Oxfordshire®s demand is in the 10% most-deprived lower super output areas 

(LSOAs) nationally. 

3.18 The areas of highest deprivation in the District are Berinsfield and northwest Didcot (see Map 

3.3). 

3.19 The Index of Multiple Deprivation (IMD) score is used in the FPM to limit whether people will 

use commercial facilities such as Phyllis Court Club (see Appendix 3 for definition of IMD).  A 

weighting factor is incorporated to reflect the cost element often associated with commercial 

facilities.  The assumption is that the higher the IMD score (less affluence), the less likely the 

population of the LSOA would choose to go to a commercial facility.   
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  Map 3.1: Demand for Swimming Pools in 2023 (Run 1) 

   FPM peak period demand aggregated at 1km square grid expressed as square metres of water and shown thematically (colours). 
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  Map 3.2: Demand for Swimming Pools in 2041 (Runs 2 and 3) 

   FPM peak period demand aggregated at 1km square grid expressed as square metres of water and shown thematically (colours). 
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  Map 3.3: Deprivation in 2019 (Runs 1 to 3) 

   Deprivation shown thematically (colours) at lower super output area level by decile. 

 


















































































