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29 January 2025 
 
 
Dear Town Clerk, 
 
Decision regarding the designation of Didcot Town as a Neighbourhood Area 
under Section 61G of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 as amended. 

This letter confirms that on 29 January 2025, the Head of Policy and Programmes at 
South Oxfordshire District Council, designated the area shown on Map 1 below as 
the ‘Didcot Town Neighbourhood Area’.  
 
This designation has been made for the purposes of preparing a Neighbourhood 
Development Plan by Didcot Town Council under section 61G(1) of the Town and 
Country Planning Act 1990 as amended. It was decided not to designate the area as 
a business area under section 61H(1) of the Act as it is not primarily or wholly 
business in nature. 
 
The relevant designation information is set out below: 
 
a) Name of neighbourhood area: Didcot Town Neighbourhood Area 
b) Map of neighbourhood area included below 
c) Relevant body: Didcot Town Council 
d) The area designation application as submitted is available in Appendix 1 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

Ricardo Rios 

Ricardo Rios 

Planning Policy Team Leader (Neighbourhood) 
 
 
 
 
 



 
   

 

Map 1 Designated Didcot Neighbourhood Area 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Appendix 1 

 



Also see Appendix 1 (continued) for text below 



Appendix 1 (continued) 
Area Designation Supporting statement from Application 
 
Didcot town is a single parish that does not currently have a Neighbourhood Plan. Didcot Town 
Council reviewed the benefits of a Neighbourhood Plan and resolved to develop a Neighbourhood 
Plan as we are a growing town with future development expected. The area is appropriate to be 
designated as it is the whole parish of Didcot. The parish boundary includes all the parish wards of 
Didcot. 
 
Decisions are taken on planning applications in accordance with the development plan, unless 
material considerations indicate otherwise. The National Planning Policy Framework is a material 
consideration in planning decisions. Having a Neighbourhood Plan allows Didcot town to include 
additional details which are not in the development plan such as: defining the local character, 
protection of local green spaces, earmarking areas for future development. A neighbourhood plan 
will help guide future development and may give additional protection against speculative 
development as it forms part of the development plan; sitting alongside the local plan, with 
decisions on planning applications made using both the local plan and the neighbourhood plan, 
and any other material considerations. 
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