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1. Introduction

TKS 'Y D2OSNYYSYyiQa Hnum NBLERNI 2y 'Y . A2RAOSNAA
of all life on Earth. It includes all species of animals and plants, and the natural systems that support
them. Biodiversity matters because it supportetvital benefits we get from the natural

environment. It contributes to our economy, our health and wellbeing, and it enriches our lives."

Biodiversity loss affects the whole of the UK including small rural parishes like ours. In June 2021, the

UK Government published a report from the Environmental Committee of the House of Commons
OFLfftSR . A2RAQOSNEAGE Ay a&KSISY¥YOIREZ2YKE8N) ¥dzha K@
natureRS LIt SGSR O2dzy iNASA Ay (KS g2NIRe¢ FyR KFG aa
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If we are to reverse the declining trend, action will be needed everywhere, and at all levels of

government and in all communities.

This document aims to provide a strategy to protect and enhance green infrastructure in the parish of
Warborough and Shillingford. It provides guidance for efforts to conserve and enhance our natural
assets to improve biodiversity, to benefit both natunedapeople.

Warborough and Shillingford Neighbourhood Plan P&y loutlines the ways that new

development should protect and enhance biodiversity and the natural environment. This strategy is
intended to guide the way in which this can be achieved, as well as identifying opportunities in the
wider landscape of the paridieyond our built environment.

The document isitended to provide a framework within which more detailed plans for nature
recovery can be developed andhist intended to be prescriptiveAn Opportunity Report provided by
The Oxfordshire Nature Projetsupporisthis, along with data from the Thames Valley
Environmental Records Centrdo ensure that our work is informed by expert advice and current
good practice.

2. Background

2.1. National Level

Theconnectedproblems of climate change and biodiversity loss are now very well documented.
Biodiversity is essential for the processes that support all life on Earth, including huiRassarch

by the Natural History Museuindicates that the UK is one of the most nattatepleted countries in

the world, with half of its natural biodiversity lost since the Industrial Revolufitve most recent

{GFGS 2F bl ddz2NB NBLRNIX Lzt AaKSR AY HnHoX O2ff
suggests that the decline is continuing with a 19% decline in the species studied in the UK since the

! https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/biodiversitindicatorsfor-the-uk

2 hitps://publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm5802/cmselect/cmenvaud/136/136port.html

3 Warborough and Shillingfordireescapes Report 2022
4TVERC Biodiversity Report 2024

5 https://royalsociety.org/news-resources/projects/biodiversity/#:~:text=Biodiversity
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1970s and that many important species are much reduced in nuribEngre is now an increasing
focus on the opportunities that weusthalt and reverse this decline.

A 25 Year Environment Plan was published in 2018 by the UK Government, which includes a
commitment to develop a Nature Recovery Network to protect and restore wildlife, and conserve
and enhance the natural beauty of our landscapes

The Environment Act 2021 provides the SSS! Risk Zones Mep
legislative framework to achieve this
commitment, through the introduction of
legally binding targets to increase
biodiversity anchalt the decline in species
by 2036. Biodiversity Net Gain (BNG)
became mandatory frorrebruary 2024 and *
means that developers must achieve a 109
increase in biodiversity, ensuring that
habitats for wildlife are left in a measurably
better state than they were before the
development(DEFRA Guidance.
Understanding Biodiversity Net Gain.
Updated February 202%)Environmental
Land Management Schemes are intended t
support the rural economy, while achieving'
the goals of the 25 Year Environment Plan
and a commitment to net zero carbon

emissions by 2050. (DEFRA Future of A
Farming in England. Updated January —— v N
2024). ELM schemes include Sustainable

Farming Incentives and Countryside SSSI Risk Zone Numbers || es2 [ | 1191 [ ] 1580 [ ] 2007
Stewardship which aim to support

. . Figure 1 Site of Special Scientific Interest Risk Zone Numt
environmental maintenance and Map

improvement alongside food production.

Little Wittenham Woodwithin the adjoining Wessex Downs Area of Outstanding natural Beiauty
identified as a Site of Special Scientific Interest (im81)oproviding habitats for mangrotected
speciesuch as the Great Crested Newt dhd Firecrest’. To protect this are&latural England have
developed Impact Risk Zon@RZ¥or the surrounding areas. ThedeZseflect particular sensitivities
within these areas and indicate the types of development which may have adverse impacts on the

6 https://stateof nature.org.uk

7 https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/25-year-environment-plan

8 https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2021/30/schedule/14/enacted

9 https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/agriculturatransition-plan-2021-to-2024/agriculturaltransition-
planrupdate-january
2024#:~:text=We%20are%20phasing%20out%20inefficient,to%20farmers%20and%20land%20managers.

10 hitps://earthtrust.org.uk/visit/little -wittenham-wood/
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SSSH. Local Planning Authorities (LPAs) must consult with Natural England before granting planning
permission on development that is likely to affect an SSSI

There are four IRZs identified within the ParisWrborough and Shillingfor&one Numbers 652,
1191, 1589 and 2907, highlightedRigurel. These zones protect the S&#le Wittenham Wood by
restricting certairdevelopmentdased on characteristics suchwater supply and waste
management?. For more information see&SSSI IRZs

3. County/District Level

To respond to the urgency of the situation, South Oxfordshire District Council declared a Climate
Emergency in 2019 and an Ecological Emergency in Februaty. ZD@& council has stated an aim to
becomecarbon neutral district by 2030. TlEmnouncement acknowledged that this would require

the development of a Local Nature Recovery Strategy and Nature Recovery NetiBiK$In

I RRAGAZ2YS GKS [/ 2dzyOAftQa [20Ff tflys FR2LISR AY
iNBES&asz KroAlGlrda FyR GKS fFyRaOlLIS®e ¢KS [/ 2dzyOAt
0KS 9y @ANBYYSyYyld ! OO0 wnamy SloA YiA WH Sz 200 dzRS2 RAIDYS
The Oxfordshire Wildlife and Landscape Study (OWLS) has existed since 2004 and is a survey of
landscape character and biodiversity across the county. It was jointly sponsored by Oxfordshire

County Council, Natural England and The Earth Trusthifhdevelsummary of our parish notes

includes the presence of Terrace Farmland and Vale Farmland, with an area of River Meadowlands

next to the River Thameg%his latter site consists of a small area of wet willow woodland and a small

wet hay meadow. Both habitats are national priorities for nature conservation. Wet woodland is
particularly rare in Oxfordshire. The main importance of the site is the large giigubf Lodden

Lily. This rare plant is found mainly in wet sites along the Thames in Oxfordshire and Berkshire and

the River Lodden in Berkshire, which gives the plant its name. Other wildfldawerd here include

marsh marigold, which is found in the woodland and meadow, meadavand the colourful blue
FTE26SNBR YSbhiIR2g ONIySQa

11 https://www.gov.uk/guidance/sitesof-specialscientificinterestpublic-body-responsibilities

12 hitps://naturalenglanddefra.opendata.arcgis.com/datasets/Defra::sespactrisk-zones
england/explore?location=51.644671%2021636%2C14.05

13 https://www.southoxon.gov.uk/climate-emergency/ecological-emergency-declared-by-south-
oxfordshire-district-council/#:~:text=
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3.1. Local Nature Conservation Organisations

3.1.1. Nature Recovery Network
Work on acounty-levelNature Recovery Network (NRN) is

2025

currently undey.vadraft network map

Figure2, has been developed by a partnership of local nature conservation organisétiociading
Thames Valley Environmental Records Centre (TVERC), Wild Oxfordshire and The Berks, Bucks and

OxonWildlife Trusb . . h2 ¢0 X 2@0SNBSSY

Draft Oxfordshire
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The BBOWT NRR|(Figure3) shows that much of the parish is eithecare zone (dark purple)
already of high value for wildlife, including designated sites for nature conservation and BBOWT
nature reserves, or eecovery zone (lighter purplepuffers the core zone, and includes the best
places to restore and create new habitats and improve connectivity across the landscape.

The NRN aims to identify opportunities for recovering or enhancing biodiversity, prioritising efforts

KEY - Core - Recovery

Figure 3BBOWT NRN The Core and Recovery NRN areas within this Parish

where they will have greatest effect, while understanding that all areas including agricultural and
dZNB Iy fFyRaoOlFILSa OFy YIT1S AYLERNIFYyG O2y GNAXROdziA2

The NRN links areas high in biodiversity such as Local Wildlife Sites listed by Thames Valley
Environmental Records CentfeThis includes two areas within our parish: Shilingford Boathouse
Carr and Clays Orchar@ur neighbouring parishes of Brightwell cum Sotwell and Dorchester contain
a further eight Local Wildlife Sitesn important consideration, given the need to provide
environmental networks and wildlife corridors to enable species to thrive.

17 tverc.org
Pageb
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Within the NRN are the Conservation Target Areas (@ig)re4). These identify some of the most

important areas for wildlife conservation in Oxfordshire, where targeted action is likely to have the

greatestbenefit. The Thames Clifton to Shillingford CTA lies partly within our pandhincludes
some important lowland meadow and wet woodland areas.

3.1.2. Oxfordshire Nature
Project/Treescapes

The Treescape OpportuniBroject, now known as The  FEiEge
Oxfordshire Nature Project helps parishes and
communitiesdevelopplans for nature recoverylheir
report onWarborough and Shillingford was published in
2022 and includean overview of our area and
opportunities for improvementAlthoughthe summary
report is no longer available onliriehas been used i s
extensively in the drafting of this reporfThere is more .. ] )
information available on tverc.org

Opportunity Report

The Treescape report shows a total of 76% of the parish
as included in the NRN

| ' Ll \ I L

[~ ol I—
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L<9X \ )
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Figure4. The Thames Clifton t8hillingford
Conservation Target Areas.

Map produced by Thames Valley Environmental Records Centre in 2019
& Crown Copyright, Al rights reserved Oxfordshire County Countil Licence No 100023343 [2019)
FOR REFERENCE PLURPOSES ONLY, NO FURTHER COPIES MAY BE MADE
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Agricultural land grades are
dza SR Ay (GKS NE
the more productive land that
should be kept for food
productioré  I'slyofR that 62%
of the agricultural land in our
parish is graded at levels 1 anc
2, (grade 1is the highest grade
land and grade 5 the lowest).

Importantly, the report also
indicates areas not suited to
improvements, for example
heritage sitesandlocally
registered wildlife sites, and
these are mapped iRigureb.

KEY Wildlife Core Existing Existing Spemes (= l Battlefields and
Value NRN Woodland Rlch Grassland e Scheduled Monumems

Figure 5 Exemptions to Treescapes Improvement

3.2. Parish Level

3.2.1. Methodology- Our Local Approach

A local parisHevel approach tdiodiversity has value because:

2025

1 Priorities identified at nationabr county level may overlook smaller areas or opportunities that

have very local significance

1 Local knowledge can enable opportunities for improvement to be identified \tore detailed

level than can be accomplished as part of national/county databases

1 A broader range of activities to improve biodiversity may be possible locally, that may not

otherwise be prioritised at a county or wider area.

Priorities reflected in our local landscape assessment can be included in our strategy. In particular,
this includes the value placed on open countryside and long views in and around our parish.

Our overall approach is focused on the following activities:

9 Record We are aiming to develop oknowledge and monitang of our own natural

environment as part of the work of the Warborough and Shillingford Nature Group, in
partnership with the Benson Nature Group, TVERC and Wild OxfordSemion 4 of this
document explores 8 geographical regions of our parish in the context of these reports and

identifies opportunities for protecting and enhancing our biodiversity assets

1 Protect Given the serious loss of biodiversity across the UK in recent years, it is vital that we

protect what we have

s
P
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1 EngageWorking with local people, farmers and landowners, and our local school will be crucial
to our success. There is already a great deal of knowledge and expertise that can be shared, and
greater progress made as a result

1 Enhance We want to achieve a significant, measurable improvement in biodiversity locally. This
means more, bigger and more joined up areas for nature.

Although this strategy is centred on Warborough and Shillingford, we expect that further work will be
done in cooperation with adjoining parishes particularly as progress is made towards the -vadaty
Nature Recovery Strategy.

3.2.2. Biodiversity rich areas

National and County level work to address biodiversity loss needs to be complemented by local
action. An important part of this is the engagement of residents and landowners so that more
detailed local knowledge can be appliethis is supported by the 2021 issue of the National Planning
Policy Framework (NPPF, para 179) which requires plans to "Identify, map and safeguard components
of local wildliferich habitats and wider ecological networke'protect and enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity.

In additional to Nation, County and Local biodiversity initiatives,\Warborough and Shillingford
Nature Group has recently been established argierabiodiversity sitediave beendentified.
These araletailed inAppendix Aandincluded in the map of Environmental Designations in the
Parishbelow inFigure?.

Figure 6 Ducks in the Ditch

A Page8
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Yerua

SO7 7 Local wildlife Sites (LWS)

cere PRIORITY HABITATS
S0 Parish Biodiversity Sites A A
"""" Traditional Orchard
Standing water
Good guality sem| improved grasstand
wNag”  Watercourse ety
Floodplain grazi rsh

[[7] siodiversity Local Green Space EI .

Figure 7 Environmental Designations in the Parish
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3.2.3. Tree and hedge planting

Trees are beneficial in our Parish because they offer wildlife haaeditood defences as outlined in
Figure8- and within our built environment, trees reduce surface water runtnyfB0% compared to
asphalt.

Key:
Roots take moisture
out of the soil

Root system holds
the soil in place

Roots create passages
for rainwater to flow into

Rain drips from the
leaves hitting the
ground with less force

Raindrops on leaves
evaporate into the air

Figure 8 Trees are the first line of naturdefenseagainst flooding (nage from Heart of England Forest)

In rural areastrees and hedges and changes in cropping have increasedffdrom fields?.
However, Warborough and Shillingfordlunteers ably assisted by Green Gym Wallingfondye
beenplanting trees andhedgesn the parish over recent yeats enhance the existing network
including

1 Native trees planted at the northeast corner of the green, which will enhance wildlife habitat and
aid with drainage

9 Planting of coppice trees at the southern end of @iletment site, which will provide improved
wildlife habitat, enhancing the link between the allotment site and the land immediately behind it,
which is an important, undisturbed area for wildlife

91 Development of a native hedge, with regularly spaced trees, to link the lagooexasiing
woodland wthin Warborough. This has been an excellent example of partnership working
between local volunteers and the landowner, which will create a significant environmental benefit
for both our parish, and that of Dorchester on Thames, within which the lagotuated.

91 The Arboricultural Report for Warborough Parish (July 2023) identifies and assesses tree species
across several areas in the parish. Key tree species include Sycamore, Lime, Ash, Norway Maple,
Oak, and Beech, among others. Trees were inspected for headtksafety, with many
recommendations for pruning, ivy removal, and occasional felling due to disease or structural
instability. Specific trees, such as Red Horse Chestnut and Elm, were recommended for removal,

18Can trees and woods help reduce floodir@¥oodland Trust

4 g
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while others require periodic inspections to monitor health and structural integrity. WPC had
dedicated significant efforts and funds to address these matters in 2024/25.

3.2.4. Farming

Two large farms are present within our Parish, with local farm managers who live locally and who
have engaged in the drafting of this document. Several exist to protect biodiversity within t
farmland such agntry-Level Plus Highdrevel Stewardshignd transitionto Sustainable Farming
Incentives Other scheme® boost biodiversitynclude:

Planting of 20 acres of woodland

Planting wildflowers around fields borders in the east of the Parish
Introduction ofscrapes to encourage wadersthe Rive Thame

Pollarding of willow trees along the River Thame

Maintenance of existing hedgerows and trees

Planting of a legume fallow to encourage pollinators

60 acres of winter stubblegoroviding habitats for speciesd food for birds.

= =4 -8 -8 _a_95_2

3.2.5. Monitoring

Monitoring in the Parish itself is in its infancy, althougtture groups from surrounding parishes
have supplied data which has provided templates for new local group and has been included in this
review where relevant.

Parish Council responsibilities for maintaining trees, verges and ditches on parish land, make an
important contribution A parishcouncilloris designatedvith specific responsibility for biodiversity
and the natural environmentThe PGupport villag schemes for new plantings well as annual
maintenance of these biodiversity assets

Along with our designated Local Green Spaces, waterways, CTA, hedgerows, and small areas of
woodland, these form a connecting network, enhancing biodiversity, and promoting a sustainable
environment for people and nature.

4. Our assets - what we value
4.1. Our Rural Village Character

The Steering Group commissioned Bluestone Planning to undertake a Character Appraisal to ascertain
the special interest, character and appearance to highlight the local distinctiveness and identity of the
Parish.

As a factual and objective analysis, one of its objectives was to define those physical elements that
contribute to its special characteristics including open space, trees, hedgerows and watercourses both
within and on the edge of the settled areas.

The parish is considered to have 6 settlement character areas alongside the remaining opening
countryside beyond. Thesenapped below irFigure9, are:

 CAIl- Thame Road.
1 CAZ2 Rural/Countryside Properties.
1 CA3 The Green.

4 g
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CA4 Modern CulDe-Sac and Infill.
CAS5 Shillingford.
CAG- Shillingford Bridge Approach.

E ]

2025

NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN CHARACTER AREAS
Character Area 1: CA1 - Thame Road
Character Area 2: CA2 - The Rural / Countryside edge |
Character Area 3: CA3 - The Green \
. Character Area 4: CA4 — Modern culs-de-sac and infill
Character Area 5: CAS - Shillingford

Character Area 6: CA6- Shillingford Bridge Approach

wm— NDP Boundary

Figure 9 Character Areas within the parish, Bluestone Planning

CAl- Thame Roadsfocussed on the historic norteouth route through Warborough. Properties are
often set in large plots with good sized front gardens and a range of different sized gaps between
buildings. The gaps grow increasingly larger between buildings as you trakieldater edge of the
settlement. The size of gardens and gaps between buildings gives greater opportunities for wildlife to

utilise such spaces and allows for less conflict in terms of human interaction.

Green spaces are common, with wide planted verges and mature / veteran trees a common

characteristic throughout.

4.

4 g
4

Pagel2



Warborough and Shillingfor8trategy for People and Nature 2025

The area also contains the St Laurence Churchyard which has native hedgerows and mature lime, oak
and yew trees alongside its managed grassland.

The Thame Road ditch and native hedgerow (containing Blackthorn, Hawthorn and Elder), is a
particularly important feature, with the watercourse flowing southwards towards Shillingford and the
River Thames beyond. These spaces form an important semtithwildlife corridor through the village
which should be maintained and enhanced where possible.

St Laurence Churchyard and The Thame Road ditch and Hedgerow have been proposed as a Parish
Biodiversity site.

CA2- The Rural/Countryside Propertiesharacter area comprises the largely agricultural cottages and
farmhouse properties interspersed with agricultural barns and associated / conversions. In this area the
buildings are much more defined by their interaction with the open countryside, oftémbiurred
boundaries between formal gardens and agricultural land.

A common problem in this location are property boundaries and the removal of native planting and
replacement with sulurban fencing. The loss of hedgerow habitats is a key issue here which should be
addressed.

CA3 The GreerCharacter Area, is as the name suggests focussed around the key historic green open
space. Originally it was Common land in the form of pasture prior to enclosure as highlighted on the
plan below which is a modernised plan from around 1606. The substargmlof maintained grass is

not only a key visual amenity for residents, but also wildlife.

The space is bordered to the north and south by deep ditches which provide essential drainage, but are
also populated by native plantingsiven the low lying position, the ditches contain water for a
considerable period throughout the year and offer exeet, well connected habitat space to the open
countryside.

The dwellings which face onto The Green are generally enclosed by native hedges or combined
hedgerow formal boundaries which contribute both to the character of the area, but also to the
diversity of habitats in the area.

The Green also contains a large number of veteran trees around its edges within the public realm as
well as those sited in the front gardens of dwellings.

The Green has been proposed as a Parish Biodiversity site, along with the adjacent Gilbert Whitehead
Plot and the land to the north of the Six Acres development as highlighted below.

It is important that the key identified features are retained, and further consideration given to
wildflower planting of areas not in formal recreational use.
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CA4 Modern CutDe-Sac and InfilCharacter Area are usually formally designed sites dating from the
1960s to presentday. More recetiévelopments have had detailed consideration given to planting for
biodiversity, whereas older developments tended to focus on formal;native planting and more
sub-urban features and means of enclosure.

Given the proximity of these areas to the open countryside, it is encouraged that bird and bat boxes as
well as hedgehog highways (purposely design gaps in fences) are retrofitted in these areas. This of
course would be a community aspiration unless anwmkevelopment or works to the properties is
proposed.

CA5- ShillingfordCharacter Area comprises the Conservation Area and the historic element of
Shillingford to the north. The area becomes gradually more tranquil away from the busy Henley Road,
along Wharf Road towards the River Tharmesiediately to the south.

Itis a small linear developed area, often a single plot deep and surrounded by open countWiltie.

the adjacent area of open countryside are priority habitats including traditional orchard, floodplain
grazing marsh and deciduous woodland beyond. Simeounding area has been identified as a
Conservation Target Area, with a Local Wildlife Site (containing wet woodland and lowland meadow)
and Wharf Road Parish Biodiversity Site.

Itis key therefore that given the sensitivity of the area, that landowners work in harmony with these
biodiversity designations. In particular, Wharf Road is seen as a key green lung with its wide grass
verges and properties bounded by hedgerows, proygdimorthsouth important corridor down to the
River and the easivest priority habitats and River Thames beyond.

CAG- Shillingford Bridge Approacharacter Area comprises the largely loose knit form of
development east of Wharf Road and alongside the River Thames. This is an aredehity modem
housing with substantial gardens set within the floodplain centred around Court Drive (an unadopted
road maintained by residents). It contains a route lined with formally planted mature chestnut trees
immediately adjacent to the floodplain grazing marsh and scrub.

This contrasts to the Wallingford Road area which is less tranquil due to the busy road with a cluster of
houses and converted buildings. The area includes Ferry House and its extensive grounds which form
part of the Conservation Target area and contailogity habitats in the form of deciduous woodland
adjacent to the River Thames.

Both elements of the character area contain many unique and priority habitats and form part of the
eastwest wildlife corridor along the Thames and its floodplain.

As with Area 5, it is key that given the sensitivity of the area, that landowners work in harmony with
these biodiversity designations and the flood plain.

Where any works are undertaken to improve issues arising from flooding, that this should be
undertaken with the impact on biodiversity at the fore of any decision making.
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4.2. Our footpath and bridleway network

Warborough and Shillingford has a valuable network of footpatlesmissive pathand bridleways
which enable residents and visitors to enjoy pedestrian access and leisure activities alongside varying
levels of engagement with natuyshown inFigurell

National Trails

7

Parish

O

Public Rights of Way

Bridleway

/ Footpath

Restricted Byway
Permissive Paths

ublic sector information
licensed und pen Go 3.0.,C © Crown copyright and database right 2024

© Crown copyright and database right. All rights reserved (AC0000823791) 2024,Contains publ
icensed under the Open Government Licence V. ontains OS data © Crown

Figure 11Public Rights of Way

Many of our footpaths and bridleways have accompanying verges, ditches, hedgerows and trees
which provide important wildlife habitats, and links between Local Green Spaces within our own and
neighbouring parishes. The Thame Road and Watlgr Road ditch is of significant biodiversity and
has been included in the inventory of built environment biodiversity assaisrent Biodiversity

within the BuiltEnvironmen®.2.1

A footpath survey took place as part of the 2018 Neighbourhood Plan, which showed the links in the
built environmentand is being updated for the WSRNRis illustrated the limitations of the

footways throughout the parish, with many areas where no footways or verges exist, or where they
are narrow or in poor condition. The open country footpath network mddition tothis and is

highly valued and frequently used by resideassconfirmed in the 201Warborough and Shillingford

- N Pagel6
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Neighbourhood Plan (WSNP) Village Survey, and Covid years plus remote working has increased this
greatly.

Maintaining and enhancing our footways is clearly of great importance for both people and nature
across the parish as a whaed is included in the WSRNP Pedestrian Links study.

4.3. Landscape

The village of Warborough and the Hamlet of Shilingmaisituated between farmlandwithin the
settings of both the adjacent NortWessex Downs and the Chilte™®NBsclearly visible across the
low, flat Thames Valley floodplaiwith Warborough half washed in the Oxford greenbelt, along with
the majority of the hamlet of Shillingford, as showrFigurel2
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Figure 12 Landscape designations

¢CKS LI NARAK A& OflaaAFTASR +ta 9lad ¢KIFIYSa [26SN =
AssessmentThe farmland within this landscape is of high value due to quality arable and animal

products produced. Correct management of these areas by farmers therefore shapes the known
landscapeFields at the southern border are adjacent to the Thames and those at the north are

adjacent to the Thame. Thsovidesvital habitats which contribute to high biodiversity within the

area.
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The paristwithin South Oxfordshire Character Area 4, River Thames Corridor, and Character Type 6,
Open Flat Farmland, key characteristics include:

o Distinctively flat, lomying farmland (below 50 metres AOD)

Largescale rectilinear field pattern with distinctive network of drainage ditches

Weak landscape structure with few trees, low or gappy hedges, open ditches and fences
Comparative inaccessibility creates a rural and remote character

Open, denuded landscape results in high intervisibility.

O O oo

Figure 13 The Green, Looking to the East
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TheWSRNP Character Appralsighlightedareas which provide vital Green Gaps which contribute to
the rural character of the communitieas well as providing other benefits including wildlife habitats

and flood mitigation Theseare shown irFigurel4.

1. Plough Field

2. Thame Road

3. Henley Rd / Wallingford Rd
+ = « Important Open River Frontage
+ =+ Important Open Landscape Frontage

& Area of Development Outside the Parish

D Green Belt

Important gap between
settlement areas

Figure 14 Green Gaps and Land Use

&
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4.4. Wildlife Resources

Waterways within our Parish provideportant resources for wildlifand are an important part of
our landscapeSectiorb.2 explores biodiversity asset within ohuilt environment herewe explore
biodiversity assets which are outside the built environmeathaven for wildlife that isisolated from
the built environment butthroughthe public rights of way, often visible to the public.

—— Watercourse
I Surface water

/,4" I Flood zone 3

Flood zone 2

Elevation (metres)

ik
289.02
200
150

| 100
- 80

Figure 15EA 2024 Natural
Landform and Hydrology map il

the SODC JLP Landscape

Character Assessment 2024

N

Both the river Thames andver Thamelie with the Conservation Target Arda thenorth theriver

Thame lies within the Thame Valley CTA and Priority Habitats of Floodplain Grazing Marsh are
present,Figurel?.
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Habitats
Coastal And Floodplain Grazing Marsh
Eutrophic Standing Waters

Lowland Fens
Not Assessed Yet
Possible Priority Grassland Habitat

Rivers
Traditional Orchards

Wet Woodland
[ |

Figure 17 Priority Habitat of Floodplain Grazing Marsh, as identified by TVERC Biodive!

Report 2024
e, Habitats
Coastal And Floodplain Grazing Marsh

Eutrophic Standing Waters

Lowland Fens

Not Assessed Yet
Possible Priority Grassland Habitat

1074
%,
N Rivers
D) i
River of > Traditional Orchards
Life Wet Woodland
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Figure 16 Priority Habitats identified in the south, as identified by the TVERC Biodiversity Re

The River Thames passes across the southern border of the paddias an important role in
forming several Priority Habitats, floodplain grazing marsh, lowland meadow, wet woodland and

eutrophic standing waterFigurels.
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WSBO01

WSB02

Warborough

WS03

Shillingford

Other waterways providing important wildlife resources within the parish include Millenium Ditch,
labelledl in Figurel8, which has an important role in the wintering and migration of Stonechat, and

Figure 18 Waterway wildlife resources within the Parish:

the Thame & Warborough Road Ditch and hedgewdvich provides many habitats for differing
species inFigurel8,

a. The planting of vegetation and trees along waterways, paths and field boundaries is

b. ¢ KS

4.

4 g
4

the parish, theMillenium ditch 1 inFigurel8,
and Thame & Wardrough Road ditch, 2 in
Figurel8, as well as the newly planted hedge
along Green Landhe Parish Boundary
hedgerowin NE WarborouglFigurel9, also
has an important roléen providing habitats for
wildlife. In many cases this vegetation forras
important Green Corridor, allowing for the
movement of wildlife between habitatsee
+Aff1 3S3aDsebtnb.ISy

important, allowing for the creation of new habitats and the movement of species from one
area to another. There are several good examples, particularly along the eastern border of

Figure 19 The Parish Boundary Hedgero \

X
\

wsen
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Woodlandwithin the parishalso provideimportant wildlife resourcesThere are several areas of
woodland identified irFigure20each of which provide habitats for a variety of spewidh further
information provided within Section 5.

Legend

Parish

O

Wood Pasture and Parkland

Woodlands

E Accessible
D Non Accessible

= L ?
[ 7 N - v‘*'m‘

Figure 20 Woodland areas identified within the Parish by Natural England

Areas of species rich grassland are also important for providing wildlife resoidesetified by
Treescaped-igure2l.

Warwick Spinneyin the bottom rightFigure21near
Benson roundaboyts an area of grassland in the ea
of particular wildlife valueneticulously maintained by
the Benson Nature Grougnd well supported by the
residents of that parishit provdes resources faa
variety of species including butterflies and rabbits.

Figure 21 Species rich grassland, identified by t
Treescapes Report 2022
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4.5. The farming landscape

Clearly farmingdominatesthe parish, and the Treescapes
report highlights thegrades awarded to lanBigure22

This is also shown, along with geographic contours (which
impacts land use) in more detail in the map in Sedfigh
Figurel2

ey [l crace 1 [l Graces  Graces
. Grade 2 Grade 4 Other

Figure 22 Land grades in Warborough Parish
Treescape report 2022

4.6. Views

Significant value is placed on the views in our
parish¢ within the built environment, out onto
the open countryside and up to nearby AONB,
and from thePublic Rights of WgPRoWS either
back into our community or out the open
countryside. The 2018 WSNP highlighted some
these views, and th&V/SRNRvill highlight others
which are informed by the analysis in sectign
overviewed inFigure23.

Iy gy e
Figure 23 Community ViewSWSRNF2024
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5. A Strategy for Warborough and Shillingford

5.1. Approach

5.1.1. Identifying Areas of the Parish

To provide a convenient basis for closer evaluatioaastingbiodiversityand biodiversity
opportunities, the parish has been divided into 8 geographical arddmese areas have been
subdividedgeographicallypased orgeographicaleatures such as tracks and roadgfering
landscapecharactesandto reflect the greenbelt designation which divides tharishFigure24.

Site ID 4

Area 1 NWW

Area 2 NEW

Area 3 CWW

Area 4 CEW

Area 3 SWW
& NWS

Area b SEW &
NES

Area 7 SWS

Area 8 SES

Site Name

North West Warborough

North East Warborough

Central West Warborough

Central East Warborough

Southest Warborough & North
West Shillingford

South East Warborough & NE
Shillingford

South West Shillingford

South East Shillingford

Figure 24 Parish Areas for
Biodiversity Analysis

South West Warborough & North West Shilingtord

Ph

Outside
th
aréenbel

North East Warborough

Inside the
greenbelt

SouthEastShilingford

The Built Environment and Green Corridors are consideredaficgias a wholegiven that these
perspectives bridge thgeographicahreas identiied above.

&
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5.1.2. Recording current biodiversity

This document presents the current biodiversity profile of each area using categories used by the
TVERC report including Woodland, Boundary trees, Hedgerows, Grasslands, Oaginasfidse stry

and Wildlife corridors, along with waterways, landscape views and biodiversity highligheach
section areas are highlighted because of their official biodiversity vialertified by either:

1. Nature Recovery Network (NRN) Priority Habitats
2. TVERC Conservation Target Areas (CTA)
3. Natural England habitats

5.1.3. Highlighting Biodiversity Opportunities

TheTVERC repooutlinesopportunities and recommendatiorie improve diversity in thearish In
the final section of each areproposalsare made for improving biodiversity because it has been
identified asone or more of the following

9 Priority Habitats identified in the Nata Recovery Network (NRN)

I TVERC Conservation Target Areas (CTA)

1 A biodiversity priority byfheWarborough and Shillingfordature Groupor local studies(often
reflecting priority habitats oareas identified by other authorities such as Natural England.

The map irFigure24 summarises these improvement opportunities across the paifislesuitability

of these options varies, not least because they must be compatible with landowners' needs, but also
to respect valued landscape and views and to promote the engagement and benefit of local people.
Where land is privately owned, the implementatiof recommendations highlighted below relies on
those landowners.

- N Page26
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The following types of habitat have been found in each area, with the need for maintenance and opportunities for
improvement as described below.

L Piease note that where & '+ symbol is dencted, this
means that opportunties for hatvtat (reaton of thes
Typm han Dewn identied and wil e gported » thin

wea
This 4 o sddtion to the reed b mantensnc s snd
(omervation of each denthed Aabitat 21 et Ot 1 e
‘arategy

Figure 25 Opportunities to Improve Biodiversity
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52. The Vil l ages 6 BndiParish GeeanvCorridore me n t

5.2.1. Current Biodiversity within the Built Environment

The parish of Warborough is quite large compared to the built environmenifgasborough and
Shillingfordg both small communities Thegreen spacswithin thesebuilt-up areas are of high
value.

There are currently four village areas designated as Local Green Spaces in the 2018 Warborough and
Shillingford Neighbourhood Plafihe Green, The Allotments, The Wharf and Rod Eyot.

TheTablelbelow shows the habitable, community and biodiversity areas within the built
environment of our parishPAppendix H Parish Trees and Hedgerow spaeniglgres native species

New housing has resulted in loss of green areas, mainly within Six Acres. However, the green
boundary has been retained, common areas plantat a new wild meadow has been planted in a
buffer zone at the rear of the siteas well as new garden planting by residents. The Six Acres
Meadow Area has not yet been assessed for biodiversity.

Tablel Habitable Community and biodiversity areaghin the built environment

Hammer Lane Greet Memorial Hall
NW Thame Road

The Green North Eaton Woodland

NE Thame Road The Old Rectory
Woodland

The Green North
Woodland

Sinodun View Aisha Stores Rod Eyot
Henfield View
North Green Lane
CW Thame Road
A

The Green North St Laurence Church The Greernincluding

TheGreen South St Laurence Hall wildflower verges

The Allotmentsincluding
mature orchard and
CE Thame Road TheSportPavilion copses

Quaker Lane The Six Bells

Six Acres Six Acres Nature Area

The Gilbert Whitehead
Plot

Millenium Ditch
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Orchard Close Warborough Rad Ditch
Cherry Close New Shillingford
Woodland

CW Thame Road
Plough Close
Caldicott Close
Hartley Close

Gravel Lane St Laurence Church of Thame Road ditch
England School

WharfRoad The Wharf The Wharf

Court Drive

West Wallingford Roac

East Wallingford Road

5.2.2. Current Green Corridors

Green corridors have not yet formally been identified but opportunities to formally consider them
are included in the followingection. These corridors often coincide with Green Gaps and views,
which are explored in the WSRNP Design &aidl Character Assessméht

5.2.3. Biodiversity Opportunities: Built Environment and Green Corridors

The built environment has an important role in wildlife and biodiversity and can enhance the natural
environment.We encourage community efforts and those of individuals to improve biodiversity and
applaud the multiplegreen areas have been planted in recent decadesfurther build on this:

19WSRNP Design Guide and Character Assessment are found in the appendices of the WSRNP

gl
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=

We propose new Local Green Spaces within the Built Environmietstledin Figure26.

2. We would recommenexplorationof Tree Protection OrdersTPO3}for appropriate tree specimen

within the built environmenf@oodlandsoutside the Conservation Are@he Arboricultural Report

July 2023roduced by Sylva Consultancy for WPC can be used in the first instance for trees in public

- TR RS sPaces
- : S o S
Parish {' Qz...a- L ) /@
________ RO o L R o ‘"ENF'ElEv’rEv_v L EI‘ -
D { i & ‘1“. .'%

—~

Rl /)
D St L.urgv:cgcrg:rchyard <
L]

W&S Nature Group Biodiversity Assets

Figure 26 Areas within the
built environment identifie
as LGS: The Gilbert |
Whitehead Plot, top right |
St Laurence Churchyarc |
SixAcres Nature site an |
the Thame & Warboroug |
Road ditch.

)

outside of conservation areas.
We support ongoing monitoring of wildlife assets, including the new area obik#cre Meadow
Homeowners are encouraged to explore ways of enhancing habit&sodland Trustfor example,
identify multiple ways biodiversity can be increased within gardeMsiny houses within
Warborough and Shillingford benefit from generous sized gardemd these provide a great
resource, not just for the enjoyment of thesidents but for the encouragement of wildlife. The
Warborough and Shillingfordesign code outlines guidelines on how homeowners can increase
biodiversity such as the planting of native trees and use of local stone walls or hedges as boundaries
to encourage wildlife.
We support biodiversity net gain targets of 20% on any development
The WSRNP Design Code 2024
a. Supports the community aspiration tresstablish of wild verge@ver 1m wide)r
woodland verge#o enhance biodiversityThese rely on reduced and carefully timed cutting
of hedgerows to allow for the growth of wildflowers to support a range of species.
b. specifies a Dark Skies approach to ensure a supportive environment for nocturnal wildlife

Ea

o u
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7. ¢KS £ At 3S aQuildifedsrieft from 2oididksRieEg thick greenery of different
composition, height and masBigure27 highlights these potential routes across the parish, which we
would support both within the built environments and across the parish

Parish
Boundary
Hedgerow

Thame 31 @

The Poplars
& F?rest
School Copse

Path & Dram

WarwickE
Spinney §

BL

LT New Hedgerow Planting
Biodiversity Local Green Space

Biodiversity Opportunity Area

Figure 27 Potential Biodiversity Green Corridors
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5.3. Northwest Warborough (NWW)

Overview:

Northwest Warborough(Figure28 Northwest
Warborough is entirely washed by the greenbelt and
consists of mainly farm yards and fields#ifie Pig Far@
which spread from Town Hill. The landscape here formg
the entrance to The Vale of Clay, with the gentle rolling
Town Hill rising out of the flat Thames Flood Ptaikast
Thames Lower Vale (SODC JLP Landscape Character
Assessmentrategorized aBloodplain Grazing Marsh. Th
farmyard on the hill contains extensive farm buildings,
along with a small woodland. This area is rich in
biodiversity and several management schemes exist.

North West Warborough

North East

C@tral West Warborough\ 1

Figure 28 NorthwestWarborough

5.3.1. Landscape Views

W-VO1(Existing?? SNPVO1)

This offers significant views of rising farmland where the rolling fig
and landscape character of the Clay Vale are visible from the A32
you leave the village and Conservation Area.

W-V|
Upper Farm __ w.v01

W-V03 (Existing WSNP V10) ~ w03

Hammer Lane edge of conservation area looking onto North Wes

Downs protected landscape (Wittenham Clumps) Ww,z :

W-V04 (Existing WSNP V9) W-vo4

Hammer Lane edge of conservation area looking onto North Wes
Downsprotected landscape (Wittenham Clumps)..

Figure 29 Views in NW
Warborough

5.3.2. Woodland

Several areas of woodlardcatedin this areavere planted by the Pig Farm to increase biodiversity
along with small areas owned by a private landowner and at the Bathing Place, aBaristiAsset

5.3.3. Boundary Trees

Severaboundary trees, specificalhak, are present within the hedgeroworderingthe A329 shown
Figure30. These trees have an important role int providing habitats and food for a variety of birds
mammals and insect&ime Treesplantedcirca 2010border the track up to the Pig Farrshownin
blue onFigure30.
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Willow trees are present bordering therer in thewestand have been recently pollarded. These
trees have a vital role in flood preventias well as providing a valuable wildlife corridor and habitats
and are included in the area identified by TVERned in 5.1.2

Figure 30 Oak trees planted within the hedgerow lining the A329 (red circles) and Lime trees planted alol
track up to the Pig Farmbf{ack outline)

5.3.4. Hedgerows

Manyhedgerows are preserand managed by schemesssociated with The Pig FarPespite the
Warborough and Shillingfor@ireescapes Report 2022 highlighting the potential for further hedgerow
development, their data does not refleotanyexisting hedgerows and further schemesuld

interfere with farming needs. A survey into how to conserve and enhance the existing hedges is being
undertakenby The PigFarmin 2024 and community groups and Treescapes should fasaliari
themselves with the results aratlaptrecommendations as appropriate

5.3.5. Grassland

A region of Priority Habitdtoodplain grazing marsh is presentin the thovestof this area shown in
Figure31 This area is rich in biodiversapd classified as part of the Thame Valley Conservation
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Target Are&CTA)as identified by TVERC Biodiversity Report Z86gdre32. This CTA supportwver
15 Priority specigsncluding importanbreeding wader populatiorts.

:1‘:‘7;;)??:?3'3 kil ) Figu_re 31 Priority Habitat Floodplain
J . Grazing Marsh present in the rthwest
Coastal And Floodplain Grazing Marsh Identified by the TVERC Biodiversity
Report 202

Habitats
___ Coastal And Floodplain Grazing Marsh

4 Thame Valley

< Figure 32 Conservation Target Area in t
North, as identified by TVERC Biodiver:
Report 2024

Conservation Target Area

20 TVERC Biodiversity Report 2024

A Page34
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5.3.6. Orchards

The TVERC Biodiversity Report 2024 identifies an area ofpsivately ownedTraditional Orchard in
the south of this area, as shownhigure33. This is privately owned.

Figure 33 Traditional Orchard, as
identified by the TVERC Biodiversit
Report 2024

5.3.7. Waterways

There is roughlL.5 milesof River Thame frontage to the west of this arE&oding from the River
results in the formation ofloodplain grazingnarshand margins to the north, although inaccessible
by any Public Right of Waatre significant as they are identified in the CTA as priority habdaes
Figure3L

5.3.8. Restrictions

An archaeological site containing graves is present witt@rsoutheasof thisareatherefore limiting
the introduction of improvemenrd. Within this area are two Impact Risk Zones for §Z8he 2907
and 1589, se&igurelin SectiorR.1 Sensitivitiesare specifically for infrastructure, air pollution
combustion wind & solar energywaste water supplyand mineroils& gas?.

5.3.9. Biodiversity Highlights

Many scheme#$o conserve biodiversitgre present within this area’hePig arm is currently
managed byEntry Level PludigherLevelStewardshipshown inFigure34, and they aremoving
towardsTheSustainable Farming Incentiy8Fl) a more streamlined approachhe introduction of

21 hitps://naturalenglanddefra.opendata.arcgis.com/datasets/sssipactrisk-zones
england/explore?location=51.636407%2001941%2C13.22

4.
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scrapes, shallowlepressionsvithin fields, has occurred in the nibwvestregionof this area This
forms wetland habitats which provide ideal conditidios wading birds to feednest andoost.

Legend

Parish

O

Environmental Stewardship Scheme
Agreements

Entry Level plus Higher
Level Stewardship

D Higher Level Stewardship

Organic Entry Level plus
Higher Level Stewardship

]

Countryside Stewardship Scheme
2016 Management Areas

O

Countryside Stewardship Scheme
Agreements

O

Organic Farming Scheme
Agreements

O

Priority Habitat Inventory

Figure 34 Entry Level pludigher-Level Stewardship management present in this area
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An Organic Farming Scheme Agreement exists in the South of thid-geee35. This area of land

aims toencourage the expansion ofganic productiof?.

Legend X

Parish

O

Organic Farming Scheme Agreements

0 &

Figure 35 An Organic
Farming Scheme
Agreement present in thi
area, as identified by
Natural England

5.3.10. Biodiversity Areas

Both Nature Recovery Network (NRN) Core and Recovery Zones are present in this area. A Core Zone
is present in the nahwestof Area 1 where the Floodplain Grazing Marsh exists. This is one of the

most important sites for biodiversity in th@unty andis also identified as part of the Conservation

Target Area Thame Vallélyerefore action here should focus on the protection of this site. This Core
Zone is surrounded by Recovery Zone where habitat creation and restoration should be focused by

extending or buffering the core sit&s

Warborough Thame Sidan area ofand owned by the Parish Council, is in thetbatest of this
area Work isbeginningto identify species presentplants, microbes, animals etmganisedoy the
Warborough and Shillingfoldature Group working in conjunction with the Bensbrea Nature

Group.

Green Corridors

Agreen corridor exists along the rtwestof this area and stretchedown to the Thame Road

where it links withthe Green NorthFigure36. As shown irSectiong.b.

22 hitps://www.data.gov.uk/dataset/f79c982d61f4c2f88a7-cc732655add3/organifarmingscheme

agreements

england#:~:text=Organic%20Farming%20Scheme%20agreements%20holding,help%20during%20the%20conversio

n%?20process.

23 TVERC Biodiversity Report 2024
- N
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Legend

Parish

O

Field Boundaries

Tree Canopy
Wooded Strip

/ Unknown

Figure 36 Green corridor joining the ndhwestio the Thame Road

5.3.11. Opportunities and Recommendations

Overall,manyschemes exist in this area to promote biodiversigd they should be applauded.
Farm management are undergoing mampcedures suchas surveys intthe existinghedgerows
and water vols, which willprovide a betteunderstandingof biodiversity within the arearhe
transition to Sustainable Farming Incentives is also underway

Figure 37 Biodiversity Improvements
opportunities in NWW
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Views
Propose adding views identifiedboveto inventory of Key Community Viewsd WSRNP.

Woodland

TVERC identify areas which they calculate wouldg
deliver the highestlevel of biodiversity upFigure
38. This is measured in the uplift in biodiversity
units per hectare over the current use. Conversig
of pastureland to woodland scores higher than
conversion of arable. Woodland buffers have a
higher biodiversity score than other woodland
opportunities as wdlife from adjacent woodland
can colonise them more rapidly.

Existing woodland should be conserved and
maintained to support existing habitagad
enhancements should be informed by the areas
identified in the Treescapes biodiversity benefits

findings . \
KEY = 3t036 ] 36t04 ’- 4 & Above \ ‘ 1y

Boundary Trees Figure 38 Areas identified by TVERC as delivering the hig

Existing boundary trees should be preserved, level of biodiversity uplif
specifically the Oak trees bordering the A32ei

the willows bordering the Thamé&Ve support selective tree
planting where it provides biodiversity and theise
compatibility with farming needand existing viewsThe
Warborough and Shillingfortreescapes Report 2022
identifies three areas where there is the opportunity for
introduction of woodland buffersFigure39. By planting )
woodland strips on the edge of existing woodland the new
woodland will be colonisedy naturemore rapidly Fd
supporting biodiversity gains. We support the introduction
woodland buffers where it isympathetic to the existing
views, landscape and farming needs.

KEY [ Woodland Buffer Opportunities
\

~N

P
Hedgerows / \

We encourage the repair and improvement of existing hedgFigure 39 Area where there is the opportui
as it becomes feasiblend would encourage Treescapes to " e introduction ofwoodland buffers
scrutinize the upcoming Pig Farm report to update its

recommendationsThere is the opportunity for the establishmentwild verges along the Thame
Roadto enhance biodiversity, see th&arborough and Shillingfordesign Code 2024.

Grassland

The existing floodplain grazing marsh should be proteeted maintaineddue to itbeing a Priority
Habitat and an NRN Core ZorldneWarborough and Shillingfortreescapes Report 20a%0
identifiesseveral areas where grassland mayiiteoduced.

o N Page39
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Orchards

TheWarborough and Shillingfor@ireescapes Report 2022 identifies the potential forititeoduction
of community orchards

Waterways

We encourage the continued magement of stream vegetation to avoid flooding. Willows along the
Thameriverbankshould beconserved to slow field rwoff as well as providing valuable wildlife
corridors.We agreethat the area identified by the CTA adjacent to the River Téahould receive
maximum protection. Monitoring of water quality and aquatic life is encouraged to better
understand and improve the health of thiver.

Miscellaneous

We encouagethe protection and managemertf the NRN Core Zoneésie to theirvital role for
biodiversity within the country.

Biodiversity Areas

We support the investigation carried out Wyarborough andhillingfordNature Group into The
Bathing Place and recommend the implementation of schemes to protect this land.

5.4. Northeast Warborough (NEW)

Overview:

The area oNortheastWarboroughdescends from

Spires hill andonsists ofields of The Pig Farnclays
Orchard(part of the Organic Farming Scheme), a lar|
woodland close to the Gregishown inFigure40.

North East Warborough

Figure 40 NortheastWarborough
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5.4.1. Landscape Views

W-VO02(Existing NDP Vie@2)

2025

From the A329 as you enter the village and Conservétiea, now partially obscured lpvergrown

hedges, but with onward seasonal views to the Wittenham Clumps (North Wessex Downs protected

landscape) towards the south.

W-V02
W-vo1

W-Vv02.1

As you exit the village to the North
this provides a rural paddock view
and keeps the linearity of the
Northern end of the village.

V021

W-V06

View from edge of Conservation Are
northwards across open paddocks |
enclosed by woodland. It isSRRoW
but has the feel of a private driveway
entrance.

T CV6.0

W-V09

W-V09

FromPRoWowards Chilterns, across farmland
with avenue of poplar trees alongside.

5.4.2. Woodland

This areaontainsmany2 ¥ G KS t I NAaKQ&

Figure 41 NEW Views

4 OVogbiandan BErésHIvasR  NB 4 2 dzN.

plantedby The Pig Farm and in conjunction with woodland in N\A&q 1) forms 20 acres of
woodland.Thesewoodlands providevital habitats andshould be preserved.
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Woodlan&E {y2¢y f20Fftfeé& I a WEiKFgur@di$of TheBdnK 2 22 R |y
consiss of deciduous trees and recognised as an area of High Spatial Priority for Woodland

Improvement“. This, along with two further ared%,2on Figure42), are designated woodland areas

by Natural England shown. Together, these areas perform meaningful flood mitigation for the centre

of Warborough given the significant runoff from the clay gault substructure of Spire Hill, absve thi
area to the north.

Warborough

Figure42Ar eas of Woodl and as identified by Natur al Engl
Green North Woodl and?®

24 hitps://magic.defra.gov.uk/MagicMap.aspx
2.
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5.4.3. Boundary Trees

In the east of this area is a row of boundary|
Poplar treeslocally termed¥he PoplarQ
These trees bordea network of ditches
which pass through this regiaraining the
runoff from the claygaulthills to the north
through to the River Thameperforming a
vital role in flood preventionThey are also a
key feature of the Warborough Jubilee
Permissive PattSeveratrees are also
present along theA329and along the border b
of fields as shown ifFigure 14 o

Figure 43 Tree Canopy cover as identified by Friends of Ea

5.4.4. Hedgerows

Manyhedgerows are presentin this area, providing habitats for many species, increasing biodiversity
within this area.In particular, the hedgerow at the northern boundary of the parish is deemed of
significant value by th&varborough and Shillingforidature group for itsnature hedgerow

consisting of Blackthorn, Hawthorn, Elder and

Bramble. This hedgerow provides habitats for /i
variety of birds including Yellowhammer ) 4
classified in the UK as Red under Bigds of o /
Conservation ConcerntBe Red List for Birds |* ¢
(2021%° andReed Bunting and Whitethroat o d

classified as Amb& The WSNP would seek tg
formally classify it as a biodiversity area,
currently WSBO08 highlighted Figure44: o

g
|~

.

Figure 44 The Parish Boundary Hedgerow as shown
Parish Online

25 https:/iwww.wildlifetrusts.org/wildlife-explorer/birds/finchesand
buntings/yellowhammer#:~:text=Classifie d%20in%20the %20UK%?20as,Wildlife%20and%20Countryside %20Act%2
C%?201981.

26 hitps://www.bto.org/sites/default/files/publications/boce5-a5-4pp-singlepages .pdf
o N Page43
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5.4.5. Grassland

Three areas of species rich : /
grassland are presentin this |
area, as identified by the
Warborough and Shillingford
Treescapes Report 20ERjure
45 Species rich grassland
present, as identified by the
Warborough and Shillingford
Treescapes Report 2022. 1 and
HO DN}YaatlkyR &
Orchard. 3) Forest School Cop{
grasslandTwo area®f species
rich grassland existear Clag
Orchad, labelled 1 and 2 in
Figure45. This grassland should

be maintainedto support »
existing habitatsThe Forest

School Copsks a species rich s :
grassland aredabelled 3 in KEY - Existing Species Rich Grassland

Figure45and in cofunction - 25 Soecos 1oh o s demtied buah o
. . . igure pecies rich grassland present, as identified byMaeborough an
with The POleS IS an important ShilingfordTr eescapes Report 202 2. 1 a

biodiversity site. Orchard. 3) Forest School Copse grassland

Bordering the fields of the east
wildflowers have been planted by The Pig Farm to boost biodiversity and encourage pollinators.

5.4.6. Orchards Parish

A region of traditional orchards is J
present, as identified in the Natural
Environment and Rur&ommunities Act
2006, andtermed Cl& Orchardshown
in Figure46. This orchard consists of [] excetient
apples and pears such as the varieties [] seos
Blenheim Orange, Newton Wonder an
Devonshire Guardiah, as well as some [ e
young plums. There are several vetera [] reer
trees present. This site is vital due to | []
providing a habitat for deadwood o
Verte.brates and fungi, some .Of nationally rare Figure 46 Traditional Orchards Habitat identifie
species such as tigarcodontia crocea by TVERC Biodiversity Report 2024
commonlycalledthe Orchard Toothcrust.

Traditional Orchards HAP (Provisional)

27 TVERC Biodiversity Repaft24
Vi N Paged4
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Thereare many protected and notable specieshis orchardfor example several birds of
conservation concern presentinclude tRedList Yellow Hammer, Linnet and Starling and the amber
list Swift, Kestrel and Willow Warbler. Other birds of conservation concern are present in this area
and can be identified in the TVERC Biodiversity Reportoiidhiard is a crucial biodiversity site by

also providing habitats for protected and notable species of beetle, moths, true flies, and mammals,
specificallyMeles melesthe Eurasian badger. This orchard also provides habitats for Barn Owls, a
Schedule 1 Species under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981, therefore under legal prétection
Development within this area should mitigate the impact on barn ow! habifdis is protected by

felling license agreements.f @ Q& h NOK | BdOrgani Favfring ScHeh&® Agie@ment, as
identified by Natural Englaridi

5.4.7. Waterways

A small region of eutrophic standing water ig
present in this area as identified in the TVEF
Biodversity Report, 2024 as a Priority

Habitat shown in Figur&7. During periods of
summer there are dense populations of algg
which provide a habitat for bottoralwelling ,
invertebrates such as sn&fand water

Habitat: Eutrophic Standing Waters

beetles. Due to this eutrophic standing watg \ A
supporting several habitats this area should \ ===
be conserved \ '

Additionally, aditch runs parallel to the
Poplar treesin the sgheastwhich i_s of value | Hapitats
due_to flood pre\{entlorand p_rowdln_g E Traditional Orchards |
habitats for a variety of specie# variety of - -

Reeds, Teasels and grasses are present EtirophicStanding Wators |
providing habitats for birds including Reed Figure 47 Eutrophip s'tandi_ng water, identified by the TVEI
Buntings, Stonechat and Wheater. This ditcl Biodiversity Report 202

plays a vital role in the wintering and

migration of Stonechat due to a supply of seed heads and insects.

28 https://alar-ecology.co.uk/birds/barrowls-
licensing/#:~:text=Barn%200wl%20(Tyto%20alba)%20be nefits,disturbance%20when%20they%20are%20breeding

29 https://naturalenglanddefra.opendata.arcgis.com/datasets/Defra::orgafécming scheme
agreements/explore?location=51.639899%2037047%2C13.42

30 hitps://data.jncc.gov.uk/data/dec49c5286c4483-90f2-f43957e560bb/UK BABAPHabitatd 4-
EutrophicStandingWaters.pdf
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Legend

Parish

O

Agreements
Entry Level plus Higher
Level Stewardship

[] isher et sowaresip

Organic Entry Level plus
Higher Level Stewardship

Environmental Stewardship Scheme

Figure 48 Environmental Stewardship Scheme Agreements in NEW

5.4.8. Restrictions

Within this areahereare two Impact Risk Zones for SSSIs, Zone 290652ndeeFigurelin Section
2.1 Sensitivities are specifically for infrastructure, air pollutemmbustion, and mineral oils & ¢fas

5.4.1. Biodiversity Highlights

Great Crested Newts have been identified clos@ie Green North. Due to their rapidly declining
population they are protected species with several laws surrounding their eggs, breeding sites and
resting place¥®, which if broken result in fines and a prison sentenidee Pig Farm have planted
wildflowers along the east border of the area, this boosts biodiversity by promoting pollingEoitsy

Level plus highelevel stewardship schemes exist in this area, showkignre48.

31 TVERC Biodiversity Report 2024

32 hitps://Iwww.gov.uk/guidance/greacrestednewtsprotection-surveysandlicences
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5.4.2. Biodiversity Areas
Both core and recovery NRN areas are present within the regignre49

Clay®@ Orchard

1 Clay@ Orchardcurrently identified by the TVEB®©@diversity Report 2024 as a Local Wildlife Site is
rich in biodiversity, providing habitats for many different specfesgther details are ifsections.4.6

The Poplars and Forest School Copse

1 The Poplars and Forest School Copsgure49, areimportant
biodiversity sitsdue to their role in providing habitats fanany
species and being a Core NRN region. The ditch along the Po
has a vital role in the wintering and migration of Stonechat and
variety of hedgerow species, mature trees, including Oak supyj
several species such as the Songbirds Chiffchaff and Willow
Warbler in summerA thin area of recovery NRN region stretchq
from The Poplars to the eastand along part of the easternborq
This recovery region is ideal for habitat creation and restoratiof|
and within this specific region planting of hedgerows, a
suggested by thevarborough and ShillingforBreescapes Report—

2022, would allow for increased biodiversity. Figure 49 Core and Recovery
NRN Zones, as identified in tt

. . . e Warborough and
A biodiversity asset is identifidry the Warborough and Shimngfordnees%apes Repor

ShillingfordNature Groupon the border of the Ladybrook copse 2022
Figure 50, due to a high number of wildflowers such as Oxeye

Figure 50 The BiodiversityAssetsThe Poplars & Forest School Copse and the Ladybrook Copse set aside borde

Paged47
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daisiesDuring wintera variety of birds flock to this area, suchrasldfare and Redwind hroughout
the summer periodreeding pairs oGreat, Blue and Coal Tits are present and then flock together
during the winte.

Green Corridors:

This area showcases an excellent examplegv€an corridor linkinghe east border of the parish to

/ £ & Qa&. Thidgtekr colder has multiple routes and allows for the joining of multiple habitats
by passing through Cl@yOrchardwoodland and eutrophic standing water.

Legend

Parish

i

Biodiversity Corridors (Collaborative)
(Polygons)

Draft
Approved

Rejected

S
Clay's Orchard
/
\ //
B et , 2
Figure51A gr een corridor linking the east side of the parish

5.4.3. Opportunities and Recommendations

Many schemes exist in this area to promote biodiversityd they
should be applauded?igFarm management are undergoiagveral
methods to better understand biodiversitguch as surveys into the
existing hedgerowand theirtransition to Sustainable Farming
Incentives is also underway.

Views

Propose adding views identified above to inventory of Key

Improvement Opportunities in
NEW
4. Page48
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Woodland

AsThe Green North Woodlanig a
High Spatial Priority Woodland
Improvement aredrigure53, we
suggesthe introduction of ~
Countryside Stewardship Schemes td
manage and enhance this woodland
Furthermore, we suggest the
implementation of Tree Preservation
Orders on appropriate specimengis
woodland provides habitat for the
Great Crested Newte encourage its
conservation due to its role in Figure 53 A region of High Spatial Priority Woodland Improvemer
supporting this protected species. identified by Defra

Boundary Trees

The Poplarshould be conservedue totheir role in

flood mitigation and supporting habitats. | ~

KEY . Woodland Buffer Opportunities
TheWarborough and Shillingforireescapes Report
2022 identifies 4 separate areas where there is the
opportunity for the introduction of woodland buffers. /
By planting woodland strips on the edge of existing
woodland the new woodland will be colonised more |
rapidly, supporting biodiversi gains. We support the
introduction of woodland buffers wherthey are
sympathetic to existing views, landscape and farming

needs.

Hedgerows

Despite thewWarborough and Shillingfordreescapes | ‘

Report 2022 highlighting the potential for further d T

hedgerow developmentmanyexist and the Figure 54 Area where there is the opportunity for
implementation of any further will disrupt the arable introduction of woodland buffers

land. We therefore encourage the repair and

improvement of existing hedgelledgerows along Thanf@®ad carbe managed more sensitively to
allow for the establishment of wild verg&s

Grassland

TheWarborough and Shillingfortreescapes Report 2022 identifign® opportunity to implement
grassland areas to increase biodiversity, specifically the area surrounding Clays Orchard.

Orchards

The existing orchard should Ipeotected and maintained due to it providing many vital habitats.

33Warborough and ShillingforBesign Code 2024
o N Page49
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Waterways

We suggest monitoring of ditches in the $beastto better understand the water quality and
aquatic life.

Miscellaneous

To protect Great Crested Newts in this area we encouragedtention of key features thaform
their habitat e.gponds, woodland, hedgerows and coarse grasstand

Biodiversity Areas

Clays Orchardcurrently identified by The TVERDdiversity Report 2024 as a Local Wildlife Site can
be further protected by its establishment as a Local Green Spdealso encourage the
establishment of the Poplaend Forest School Copas a Local Green Spaiee to theirrich
biodiversity, classification as a Core NRN region and role in flood prevention.

The Ladybrook Copsget-aside border should be protected due to its role in providing habitats for
birds during both the summer and winter periods.

The Green North Woodlangrovides an important biodiversity site due to forming habitats for a
variety of species, in particular Great Crested Neagtsvellasa flood protection for the cene of
Warborough This areashould be protected and we suggest its establishment Bodiversity Area.

The Green Corridashould be protected and we support itRprovmentin areas where itloes not
harmexisting views and the farmland.

5.5. Central West Warborough
Overview:

Central West Warborougtonsists of thearablefield known as
Hen Field. This area borders the specieslagbon, part of

Dorchester Parishaccessed by a popular diagof@dtpath Central West Warhorougll__
which dissects the fieldA large region of this area consists of
Hen FieldThe Local Green Space, Rod Eyot is present in thig
area.

Figure 55 Central West
Warborough
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5.5.1. Landscape Views

W-VO5(ExistingWWSNPV3)

Hammer Lane anthe end of Green Lane,
conservation area looking onto North Wessex
Downs protected landscape (Wittenham
Clumps)

W-V10

Along the edge of the Warborough
Conservation Area there are public
uninterrupted views of the North Wessex
Downs protected landscape Wittenham
Clumps from the end of Green Lane.

wW-Vi14

From Henfield View across the fields to the
west towards Green Lane with North Wessex
Downs protected landscape.

W-V15

2025

W-V05

W-V14

W-VA15

Wall

W-V10

Figure 56 Views in CWW

PRoWTrom lagoon at Diagonal path, historic stone in foreground.

5.5.2. Woodland

There is amall aeaof woodland presentin
the eastof this ared® by Green Laneshown
Figureb7.

Key ] Existing Woodland

35Warborough and Shillingfordireescape Report 2022
4.
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Figure 57 An area of woodland preser
identified by théVarborough and
Shillingford Treescapes Report 202:
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5.5.3. Boundary Trees

Boundary trees exigtividingthe arableandprivate land shown in Figur@l

& Legend

Parish

Field Boundaries

/ wall
L
’ Hedge

Tree Canopy
Wooded Strip

Figure21. Field Boundarieas identified byOrdnance Survey

=3

5.5.4. Hedgerows

There are multiple hedgerows presentin thi
areabordering fields andhe built-up areas.
Existing hedgerows include th&agoon
hedgerow (east side) which consists of
Hawthorn, BlackthorpElderand Hornbeam.
This supports habitats of several birds
includingFinch flocksyellow and grey
Wagtails, Corn Buntings and Yellowhammsg /
A hedgerow has recently beg@mantedalong
GreenLane which wilbrovide many

habitats and a useful corridor to the lagoon
for differing speciess it is established his
hedge consists afog rose, hawthorn, hazel,
crab apple and dogwodél

36 https://www.wildlifetrusts.org/online-shop

LD

2025

Figure 21Hedgerowspresent(highlighted in
red), as identified by Ordnance Survey
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5.5.5. Grassland

There is nspecies rich grassland identified by téarborough and Shillingforreescapes Report
2022.

5.5.6. Orchards
There are no orchards preseintthis area.

5.5.7. Waterways

No waterways are present within thisea;however, the Lagoon is located adjacent to the western
border of this areaThis falls within the Parish of Dorchesterd will be incorporated within their
upcomingNature Recovery Plan.

5.5.8. Restrictions

Within this area are two Impact Risk Zones f
SSSis, Zone 2907 and 1589, Bigarelin
Section 2.1Sensitivitiesare specifically for
infrastructure, air pollution combustion, wind
& solar energy, waste, water supply and
mineral oils & ga¥.

Additionally, ssite listed on the National
Heritage List for England is present within thi
area, specifically Cropmark remains of a
possible Neolithic enclosure and curdid.ist

Entry Number 1006344, shown in Fig@& Figure23. Area of scheduled monuments, as
identified by Natural England

5.5.1. Biodiversity Highlights

Arable land is present within this area, the Hen Fweltdch is currently managed byid-tier
countryside stewardshiprhis land isnostlyGrade 2 agricultral land, Very Good Quality Agricultural
land®®. There are several Bridlewaymd a footpath argresent in this areasee section 4.2
Presence of batsasbeen identified in the saotlheastarea, TVERC Biodiversity Report 2024

37 TVERC Biodiversity Report 2024
38 hitps://historicengland.org.uk/listing/thelist/list-entry/1006 344 ?section=commen&nd-photos
39 hitps://parishonline.xmap.cloud/maps#map=16.76185980075834/459960.25/193786.02/0
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5.5.2. Biodiversity Areas

This area has also been identified as an NRN Recovery Zone, therefore is a CTA that should aim to
connect NRN Core Zones and focus on creation of habitats and restétafidocal green space, Rod
Eyot is identified in th&/SNP 2018, and is in the built area at tloetheastboundary.

5.5.3. Opportunities and Recommendations

There are severdites rich in biodiversitpresent within this area
that should be conserved and protectethe farmland is
transitioning to sustainable farming incentives management
allowing for the protection and enhancement of nature.

Views

Propose adding views identified above to inventory of Key
Community Views of WSRNP.

Woodland

The existing woodland should be preserved and maintainedwe ~ Figure 58 Opportunities for
suggest thexplorationof Tree Preservation orders on appropriat Piodiversity improvements in CWW
specimensTheWarborough and Shillingfortreescaes Report

2022 identifies nmpportunity for woodland development.

Boundary Trees

We encourage the maintenance of existing boundary trees and support the glaitirees in areas
where it is sympathetic to the landscape and any existing views.

Hedgerows

TheWarborough and Shillingforreescapes Report 2022 highlights the opportunity for the
introduction of new hedgerowsWe welcome the planting of hedgerowshere it is sympathetic to
the landscapeWe encourage maintenance aranservation othe existing hedgerows
Grassland

TheWarborough and Shillingfortreescapes Report 208des notidentify the opportunity for any
grassland development.

Orchards:

TheWarborough and Shillingforreescapes Report 2022 highlights the opportunity for the
introduction ofcommunity orchards.

40 https://mww.researchgate.net/publication/357717032_Laatse trade
offs_between a_proposed_Nature Recovery Network housing_and_food production_in_Oxfordshire

2. Pageb4
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Waterways

TheWarborough and Shillingfor@ireescapes Report 2022 does not highligbportunitie swithin this
area forwaterwaybiodiversity enhancement

Miscellaneous

Due to the presence of Bridleways efforts should be made to reduce human impact on the
surrounding fieldsWe suggest the creation of a green corridordnhancing vegetation along the
footpath to provide habitatsThis will link open spaces and allow for the movement of wildlife.

Biodiversity Areas

The Local Green Space, RgdtEshould be maintained angreserved.

5.6. Central East Warborough

Overview:.

Central East Warborough consittge
Local Green Spaces, The Allotments an
The Green. The Green is surrounded b
many trees andhe habitable areas of Th
Green Norttand he Green Southas well
as TheStLaurenceChurch andtLaurence
Hall. To the east of this area exiarable
fields through whiclare thePRoV¥, the
Warborough Jubilee and Millenium
permissive paths. These patfudlow a
ditch, specifically the Millenium Ditch
which is rich in biodiversity.

Central East Warborough

Shillingford

Figure 59 Central East Warborough

5.6.1. Landscape Views

W-VO7B(WSNP V05b)

View fromThe Greer{East). FronTheGreen there are expansive views to the Chilterns protected
landscape. Highly valued and important to the setting of the Conservation Area.

W-V11 (WSNP V 11)

Views tavardsthe open countryside and farmland from the endTbfe Green north.

W-V12 SW

Multi-directional view taken from village Green South Bridleway which is also a farm track which links
to the Warborough Millenium Walk and tracks to Benson and Roke. View-marth to fields and
woodland from green south bridleway before entering Warbagb. View southwest to North

Wessex Downs National Landscape (Wittenham Clumps). View east from PRoW over to open
countryside and Chilterns protected landscape to the east.

4.
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W-V-12.1

From the PRoW as enter Warborough from Benson, long ranging views towards North Wessex
Downs protected landscape.

5.6.2. Woodland
Existing woodland is present behind the[—— 7wy :

built-up area of The Green Soutehown | * .4
in Figure24, and there aremanytrees !
presentalongThe Green South and alon{ -
Thame Road, Arboricultural Report
Warborough Parish Council, 2023.
Coppice treesire being plantedt the
southern end of the allotment site, to
improve wildlife habitat and enhance the
link between the allotment site and land

immediately behind it. These trees will b KEY . Existing Woodland
a variety of Silver birch, Rowan awid
cherry't. Figure24. Region of woodland presehy

the Green South, identified by the
Warborough and Shillingfor@ireescapes

5.6.3. Boundary Trees

TheArboricultural Report foiWarborough Parish Council 208@ntifies many trees within this area
Trees surrounding The Greare of a variety of species suchBesech, Lime, Ash, Hornbeaathers
can be found irthe Arboricultural Report 2023The ditch along Thame Roadmderedby Horse
Chestnut and Norway Maple tre®s Trees have recently been plattin the notheastcorner of the
Green, enhancing wildlife and aiding drainagjeees planted in this areaclude semi maturélder,
Oak, Hornbeam, Silv&rch, Wayfarer and a conifer.

41 hitps://www.wildlifetrusts.org/online-shop

42 Arboricultural report for Warborough Parish Council 2023
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5.6.4. Hedgerows

Manyhedgerows are presenshown in Figur@5. The providehabitats for many speciess well as
ecological corridorS. Partially unmanaged hedgerows are present in the Churchyard

Tree Canopy
% Wooded Strip
7S Gl i - // unknown
Figure25. Hedgerows present, identified on Parish Online.

43Warborough and Shillingfofideescapes Report 2022
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Figure 60 Species rich grassland present,
identified by th&Varborough and Shillingford
Treescapes Report 2022. 1) St Laurence Chi
Graveyard. 2) The Greesouth grassland. 3)Tt
Green North grassland

5.6.5. Grassland
There are3regions of species rich grassland; St Laurence ClithehGreen South grassland and The

Green North grasslandhown inFigure60. These areas are rich in biodiversity therefore should be
preserved and maintained. The TVERC Biodiversity Report 2024, highlights an area east of The

Allotments as a possible Priority Grassland Hab#&am,Figure60. Wild deer have been sighted in this

areg protecting he surroundingareawould support their habitat

Habitats

ice
St Lawrence
¢S Warborough

Rogg —.

_‘\ Possible Priority Grassland Habitat

an
The Green ™

The Green North

North

Village

The 6
Green

The
Grg.(,,7 %
Gty

Figure 61 Potential Priority GrasslandHabitatsare present adjacent to the allotme
as shown in the TVERC Biodiversity Report 2024 map
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5.6.6. Orchards

Although TVERC do not acknowledge orchards in the is area, there is a mature allotment orchard
grown by local residents.

5.6.7. Waterways

This area of the Parish experiencgs————=
substantial surface water flooding L"

as seerigure62 There are a oY

series of important ditches that | '\

channel runoff either to the west | r

and through the villages or to the |« =~ s
east ando The Thames ey

The Millenium ditchruns parallel
to the Warborough Millenium
Permissive path. This ditch
supports a variety of habitats -
including the European Water
Vole,Arvicola amphibiusThe
European Water Vole is protected
under the Wildlife and
Countryside Act 1981 and listed &
rare and one of the most
threatened speciel. A variety of
Reeds, Teasels and grasses are present providing habitats for birds in&eeidduntings,

Stonechat and WheateThis ditch plays a vital role the winteringand migration of Stonechat due

to a supply of seed heads and inse@se to a wideange of biodiversity within this ditch and their
providing habitats for rare, threatened species we propose the establishment of this ditch as a Local
Green Space.

Figure 62 CEW EA Surface Water Flooding & Geography

5.6.8. Restrictions

There are several Local Green Spaces present within this area, as identifieddgrtherough and
ShillingfordNeighbourhood Plan 2018he Green and The Allotments. These areas should be
maintained and conservediue to their importance within the local community and being rich in
biodiversity.A Quakeburial ground exists privately owned land

44 https://www.gov.uk/guidance/watervolesadvicefor-makingplanning

decisions#:~:text=Water%20voles%20are%20protected%20under%20the%20Wildlife%20and%20Countryside %20
Act%201981.

P N Pages9
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Within this area are three Impact Risk Zones for SSSls, Zone&39aid 1589, se&igurelin
Section 2.1 Sensitivities are specifically for infrastructure, air pollutiombustion, waste, water
supply, compostingand mineral oils & gds

5.6.1. Biodiversity Highlights

Fields within this area contain middle tier Countryside StewardshipEwronment manage mene.
Two permissive paths, the Jubilee and Millenipath are present along with several Bridleways, see
section4.2 Our footpath andoridleway network

5.6.2. Biodiversity Areas
1. The StLaurenceChurch(1 inFigure63)

Anarea rich in biodiversity due to its many hedgemband trees includop Mature Lime, Oalnd
Yew.This area provides many species for biffise Spotted flycatcheand Mistle thrushclassified as
red under the Birds of Conservation ConcBrithe Red List for birds (2021), inhabit this ar&Bng
with other bird species includirtipe Great Spotted woodpeckeGoldcrest and the house martin.

2. The Gilbert Whitehead Plot (2 iRigure63)

This site is identified as a Biodiversity Asset byWrseborough and Shillingforidature Group. This
plot consists of several mature trees, including a Beech tree.

3. The Green and Allotment&3 inFigure63)

The Greerand Allotmentsboth Local Green Spaseare rich in biodiversity and identified as
biodiversityassetdue tointernal andperipheral copses, mature hedges and wildflower borders.
Habitats are provided fgorotectedspecies including mistle thrusheRied wagtails and Red kites.

4. Six Acres Nature Are@ inFigure63)

This aregprovides a boundary between the newly developed Six Acres and existing houses present
along The Green Soutfhis area has not yet been assessed for biodiversity.

45 TVERC Biodiversity Report 2024

46 hitps://magic.defra.gov.uk/MagicMap.aspx
4.
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Figure 63 Recommended Biodiversity sites: 1. St Laurence Churchyard. 2. The Gilbert White
Plot, 3. The Green & Allotments. 8ixAcres Nature Site

Green Corridors

A green corridor exists across the north of this areas due to the Poplatsatgkrowgpresent along
the Bridlewayof The Green NorthThis corridor is continued along the Green Natidlinks to the
region of woodland north oThe Green NorthshownFigure64and shown in context in sectidghb.

= o
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Figure 64 Green Corridor
consisting of the Poplars and
vegetation bordering the Bridlew
of the Green North

Middle Farin ¢ : <wsB02

Wso03
Figure 65 Green Corridor
consisting of the Thame &
’ Warborough Road ditch &
&S : hedgerow

Shillingford

1 An Urban Wildlife CorridgiThame & Warborough road ditcpasses in the south of this areshown
Figure65. Thisgreen corridor atiws for the movement of species within the built environmenid
passes intdhe area SEW & NES

5.6.3. Opportunities and Recommendations

Overall, there is a high level of biodiversity within this angih several
management schemes in place to protect biodivershe,presence of Local Green
Spaces and schemes within the arable lgram management is transitioning to
Sustainable Farming Incentives which will enhance and protect nafiee.
establishment of biodiversity assedschas Local Green Spaces will allow for
greater protection of areas rich in biodiversity.

Views

Propose adding views identified above to inventory of Key Community Views

WSRNP. Figure 66 Opportunities for
biodiversity improvements in CE
Woodland
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We suggest the maintenance of the existing woodland areas due to their roles in flood protection and
providing habitatand recommendxploration ofTPOs for appropriate specimens

Boundary Trees

The existing boundary trees shouldpeserved We support the introduction of new trees where it
provides biodiversityis compatible with farming needs and respects the scenic landscape and views.

Hedgerows

We suggest the maintenance and enhancement of existing hedgensgvencourage the planting of
new hedgerows wheréhey aresympathetic to the landscapehis will allow for establishment of a
wildlife corridor and increase available habitat$ ieWarborough and Shillingfortreescapes Report
2022 highlights several areas where new hedgerows can be introduced

Grassland

Thethree regions of species rich grassland should be preserved and maintained. We suggest the
establishment of theareaeast of The Allotments as a Priority Grassland Habitat

Orchards

There is the opportunity for the introduction of community orchards within this aneavever, to
prevent the loss of viewse suggesthat any trees planted should be dwarf fruit trees.

Waterways

The Millenium Ditch should be protected due to it supporting several habitatenhance
biodiversity more vegetation could be planted along the bank of the ditch, providing a wildlife
corridor and slowing field ruoff.

For Warborough Road Ditch recommendation, §e23

Restrictions:

Archaeological sites such as the Quaker burial site should be respecte
Biodiversity Areas

Millenium Ditch:We suggedihe establishment of Millenium Ditch ad.acal Green Spateallow for
protection of the species it supports.

The Green and Allotment§Vithin the Allotments we recommend planting for pollinators and
coppiced tree planting to allow for growth without obstructing existing vieW& support their
continued designation as LGSs.

The Forest School Cop3@: protect the Forest School Copse suggest the implementation of tree
preservation ordersvhere appropriateandwe support management to protect this area.

Six Acres Nature Are@here isanopportunity forinvestigation into biodiversity within the Six Acres
Nature Areaand management schemes to protect this land.

The Gilbert Whitehead Plo#Ve recommend this site to be added as a LESprotect trees within
the Whitehead Plot we suggest the implementation of tree preservation ordey$his areais owned
by the Warborough Parish Council and recommendschemedo enhance biodiversity and
encourage pollinators.

Warborough Road and Thame Road Dié¢kecommend designation as a LGS.

4.
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The Green North and Green South grasslditse grassland areas should be protectd we
suggest their establishment as Priority Habitats.

Green Corridoand LGS

We recommend formal recognition of the Poplars Green Coryigiod the urbargreencorridor
formed by theThame & Warborough road ditch.

5.7. Southwest Warborough (SWW) & Northwest Shillingford (NWS)

Overview

The SothwestWarboroughand Nothwest
Shillingfordareas Figure67 consists of
habitable areasndalargefield bordering

the A4074, Henley Road. This area of the
Parish is flawith views tavardsWittenham South West Warborough & North West Shlllmgfordn

Clumps.

SouthEastWarl
SanthWaetQhillinnfard [ ™0

) Figure 67 SouhwestWarborough & NothwestShillingford
5.7.1. Landscape Views

SV02

At the end of the culle sac of Cherry Close there are distant views to North Wessex Downs
protected landscape and across farmland.

5.7.2. Woodland

Treescapes identified a small area of woodland exists near Caldid N SN and
Hartley Close which is privately owned. This is identifidelgure68.

Figure 68 A region of
woodland present iNW
Shillingford
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5.7.3. Boundary Trees
Several boundary trees exist alofigame Roadlhere are a mixture of Horse Chestnut, Adfalnut

Figure 69 Tree Canopy cover as identified by Friends of Earth

5.7.4. Hedgerows

There are few hedgerows present which border %074 and A329, dividing the field and rgad

The hedgerovbordering the A329, Thame Road, ditch consists of blackthorn, hawthorn and elder.
This hedgerow supports a variety of songbirds such as siskin and goldfinch during the Tanter.
ensure there is no loss of biodiversity within this area buffer zones of vegetation, hedges must be
conserved and sustained, reducing pollution from the roadidditionally,a new hedgerow has been
planted along Green Lane

5.7.5. Grassland
There is no existing grasslapgesent in this area

5.7.6. Orchards
No orchard is present in this area

47 Arboricultural Report Warborough Parish Council 202
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5.7.7. Waterways

The Thamdpad ditch is bordered by hedgerows and grass verges which form a valuahle ur
wildlife habitat.

5.7.8. Restrictions

A midtier Countryside Stewardship agrnvironment management schemeused to manage the
farmland present in this area. iBland is gradé& and 2 agricultural landexcellent and very good
guality.

Within this areaare twoSSSI Impact Risk Zang589and 2907 seeFigurel Sensitivities are
specificallyinfrastructure, mineral oil & gas, air pollutiooombustion, waste, composting and water
supply'e.

5.7.1. Biodiversity Highlights

A site listed on the National Heritage List for England is
present within this areaspecificallycropmark remains
of a possible Neolithic enclosure and cu4®d. ist
Entry Number 1006344hown inFigure70. A
bridleway passes along the northern bordas, well as
wellused permissive pathsge sectiort.1 =

A grass snakéNatrix helveticahas been identified
close to Warborough Road@VERC Biodiversity Repor <
2024. Due to these snakes being protected by law g
development must comply with their protection,

aiming to reduce the impact on any snake hal5itat

Figure 70 Historic England Archaeology
Mapping

48 TVERC Biodiversity Report 2024

49 hitps://historicengland.org.uk/listing/thelist/list-entry/1006 344 ?section=commen&nd-photos

50 hitps://iwww.gov.uk/guidance/reptilesadvicefor-makingplanningdecisions
4. page66
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Figure 71 Thame &
Warbrough Road Ditch
Green Corridor

5.7.2. Biodiversity Areas

The Thame & Warborough Road ditch passes through this arej
This site is rich in biodiversity and forms a green corristwownin
Figure7l This corridor has an important role in the movement df
wildlife through the bult up area.

jd

5.7.3. Opportunities and Recommendations

The existing biodiversity rich areas, such as hedgerows, should be
protected. Arable landtransitioning to Sustainable Farming
Incentives which will allow fgsrotected and enhanced nature.

Views
. . . . . Figure 72 Opportunities for
Propose adding views identified above to inventory of Key biodiversity Improvements in SWW
Community Views of WSRNP. NWS
——— Page67
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