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8.1  Our “built environment” consists of all the man-made aspects of our 

surroundings. It includes not only buildings but the spaces between buildings 

such as parks and gardens, and social spaces such as squares, as well as the 

infrastructure that supports our daily activities such as streets, railways, utility 

networks and flood defences.

8.2 The way we develop our built environment has a direct impact on how 

successful and sustainable places and communities are. In South Oxfordshire 

we want to create places where people want to live, work and visit. Successful 

places allow us to carry out daily activities with ease and offer choice as to how 

to do them. These places should be designed for everyone and built to last.

8.3 The Government attaches great importance to the design of the built 

environment, which is an important component of sustainable development. 

New development should create a sense of place and enhance the lives of 

those who live, work and visit there.

8.4 We are committed to securing the highest quality of design in new 

development of all types and scales in South Oxfordshire. The South 

Oxfordshire Design Guide (2016) seeks to define high quality development, 

the principles to achieving it and raise the profile of high quality design 

throughout the district. It aims to address specific design issues that we have 

been experiencing within South Oxfordshire. We consider the Design Guide 

to be a vital tool that will help us create successful and sustainable places. 

The value and quality of the Design Guide has been demonstrated by it being 

shortlisted for two national awards. The Design Guide together with the 

policies in this Plan, will ensure that we can deliver our objectives for high 

quality developments.
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Policy DES1: Delivering High Quality Development
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This policy contributes towards achieving objectives 5, 7 & 8.

8.5 Creating high quality buildings and places is fundamental. Policy DES1 sets 

out the key design objectives that we consider critical in delivering high 

quality development. These must be considered at the outset and throughout 

the design process. The Council will support development that meets these 

objectives. Developers should also have regard to the principles and design 

criteria set out in the South Oxfordshire Design Guide.  New development 

should take account of all relevant guidance including the Government’s 

priorities for well-designed places set out in the National Design Guide (2019), 

Oxfordshire County Council’s Cycling Design Standards (2017), Walking Design 

Standards (2017) and Residential Road Design Guide 2nd Edition (2015) or 

updated versions of these documents. New development within the Chilterns 

Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty should meet the principles set out in the 

Chilterns Building Design Guide.

8.6 Securing high quality design is about more than just aesthetics. It is important 

that new development delivers sustainable, inclusive and mixed communities 

in order to create successful places where people want to live, work and play. 

New development should be designed to meet the needs of all users including 

the young and elderly, disabled, parents and carers. It is important that the 

places that we create are safe. To ensure that the development we deliver is 

designed to reduce the opportunity for crime, as well as the fear of crime itself, 

proposals must, wherever possible, incorporate the principles set out in the 

“Secured by Design” scheme.

8.7 The quality of the spaces between buildings is as important as the buildings 

themselves. They are the setting for most movement and should be designed 

to support an active life for everyone. These should include areas allocated to 

different users for different purposes, including movement, parking, hard and 

soft surfaces, street furniture, lighting, signage and public art.
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8.8 In the right locations, public art can play an important part in the design and 

place making of new developments and can make a contribution to the creation 

of a high quality public realm. It can make places more interesting, exciting and 

aesthetically pleasing. The Council will support the provision of public art within 

new development schemes in accordance with the Arts Development Strategy. 

The Council will encourage and promote quality art within new developments by 

encouraging partnership working between professional artists and craftspeople 

and encouraging local participation to help establish an identity for an area. 

The Council will particularly support proposals that use public art to make a 

positive contribution to the character of an area and that is of benefit to the local 

community by establishing civic or corporate pride and identity, encouraging 

public enjoyment and engagement and/or promoting the renewal of social skills.

8.9 Past developments in the district have not always taken account of future 

development coming forward on adjacent sites, this has undermined the 

integration of new development with existing communities.

Policy DES2: Enhancing Local Character 


