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8.15 Masterplans are an important tool used by designers to set out the strategy
for a new development and to demonstrate that the general layout, scale and
other aspects of the design are based on good urban design principles. The
South Oxfordshire Design Guide sets out the principles of good design that
must be demonstrated through the preparation of a masterplan as part of

applications for major development and development of allocated sites.

8.16 Masterplans should be produced in consultation with South Oxfordshire District
Council, the community and other stakeholders. As part of the masterplanning
process site promoters and developers should also, where appropriate, explore
the possibility of long-term stewardship of assets with the local community.

Policy DES5: Outdoor Amenity Space

1. A private outdoor garden or outdoor amenity space, or alternatively
a shared outdoor amenity area should be provided for all new
dwellings. The amount of land that should be provided for the garden
or amenity space will be determined by the size of the dwelling
proposed and by the character of surrounding development. Private
outdoor sitting areas should not be overlooked by adjacent habitable
rooms. They should also not be compromised by shading from
buildings or shading, leaf litter and anxiety of established significant
trees and hedges that would lead to future pressure to prune or

remove these landscape features.

2. Proposals for new development should demonstrate that the size,
location and character of gardens and outdoor amenity spaces have
been considered as an integral part of the design and not as an
afterthought. These spaces should not be compromised by parking

areas or garages.

This policy contributes towards achieving objectives 4, 5, 6 & 7.

8.17 The relationship of a building with its plot is critical to how well it fits in with
neighbouring development and to its impact on the overall character of the
street. The extent of plot coverage also determines the external area available
for private garden space. This policy and the Design Guide seek to ensure
that reasonable standards of private amenity space are provided in new
developments.
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8.18 The Design Guide contains guidelines in respect of the recommended
minimum size of private amenity space that should be provided, with the size
relating to the number of bedrooms in the proposed dwelling. Used on their
own, these standards would lead to uniform plot sizes and shapes that pay
little regard to the character of the area. This policy, however, requires the
character of the site and the surrounding development to be considered in
determining the appropriate garden area, as well as the type of dwelling that
is being provided. It also requires that private garden and outdoor sitting areas
are designed to provide a reasonable degree of privacy, sunlight and outlook.

8.19 Often garden and outdoor amenity spaces, particularly communal areas provided
for flatted developments, are identified at the end of the design process and
consist of the leftover space surrounding the building(s). This tends to result in
spaces of an inappropriate size and shape that bear no relation to the internal
workings of the building and/or the requirements of the intended user(s).
Gardens and outdoor amenity spaces should be considered from the beginning
of the design process and throughout. The provision of garden and outdoor
amenity spaces should not be compromised by the need for parking or garages.

Policy DES6: Residential Amenity

1. Development proposals should demonstrate that they will not result
in significant adverse impacts on the amenity of neighbouring uses,
when considering both individual and cumulative impacts, in relation
to the following factors:

i) loss of privacy, daylight or sunlight;

ii) dominance or visual intrusion;

iii) noise or vibration;

iv) smell, dust, heat, odour, gases or other emissions;

v) pollution, contamination or the use of/or storage of hazardous
substances; and

vi) external lighting.

This policy contributes towards achieving objectives 5, 6 & 7.

8.20 New dwellings should be designed to ensure adequate privacy for existing and
new residents to enable them to enjoy their homes without undue intrusion
from neighbours or the public. Buildings should also be orientated within their
plots to maximise daylight and passive solar gain, with garden areas orientated to

maximise sunlight. These objectives can be achieved by careful siting of properties,
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