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Figure 4: Ancient and Priority Habitat Woodland
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3.4 NATURE RECOVERY NETWORK

Oxfordshire’s draft Nature Recovery Network (NRN) seeks to identify Conservation
Target Areas (CTAs) and where efforts should be focused to link key habitats together.
The primary focus of the NRN is to support abundant wildlife, but it also seeks to enhance
natural beauty and conserve geodiversity. It will deliver benefits to people, through flood

alleviation, climate change adaption and recreation.

The NRN Map comprises of three zones:

1. Core Zone - Protection of existing sites and priority habitats.
This zone contains the most important sites for biodiversity in the county. A total of
30,000 ha are covered, approximately 11% of Oxfordshire. It includes designated sites,

local wildlife sites, BBOWT reserves and priority habitat data held by TVERC.

2. Recovery Zone — Habitat creation and restoration, connecting existing assets.
This zone consists of the CTAs, where targeted conservation action will have the greatest
benefit. A total of 100,000 ha are covered, approximately 40% of Oxfordshire. In these
areas habitat creation and restoration will look to widen the core zones, or provide

corridors and stepping stones between core zones.

3. Wider Landscape Zone - Strengthen landscape character, making room for
nature

The wider countryside is still important for nature’s recovery, and includes areas that

seek to become more nature friendly, benefitting common wildlife. In these areas the

focus is to enhance the landscape through hedgerow enhancements, improving access

to the countryside and managing farmland with nature in mind.

The NRN Map for Eye and Dunsden parish is presented in Figure 5.
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Figure 5: Nature Recovery Network Map
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3.5 SPECIES RECORDS

A search for protected and notable species records within Eye and Dunsden parish was

undertaken by TVERC. This data was combined with protected species records data

accessed from NBN&. A heatmap was produced to identify the relative abundance of

species records within the parish (Figure 6).

A summary of TVERC data is presented in Table 4, with more detailed information

available within Appendix A.

Table 4: Summary of Records held by TVERC

Species Group

Amphibians

Birds

Fish

Higher Plants — Ferns and Flowering plants
Invertebrates — Ants, Bees, Sawflies & Wasps
Invertebrates — Beetles

Invertebrates — Butterflies

Invertebrates — Dragonflies & Damselflies
Invertebrates — Molluscs

Invertebrates — Moths

Invertebrates — True Bugs

Mammals - Terrestrial (bats)

Mammals - Terrestrial (excl. bats)

Reptiles

No. of notable or protected species recorded

within the parish boundary.

82

32

R &> N B H 00 DN

11

8 Note: Only ‘No rights reserved’ licensed data was used. Additionally records are available and accessible for non-

commercial purposes.
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Figure 6: Protected and Notable Species Heatmap
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3.6 EUROPEAN PROTECTED SPECIES LICENSING

The MAGIC website identified that there were 0 Granted European Protected Species
Mitigation Licences (EPSMLs) within Eye and Dunsden Parish. A 500 m buffer was
applied to identify EPSMLs within a wider boundary, which identified 3 records of bat

licenses. See Table 5 for more details.

Bats that are displaced from licensed sites will seek habitat either within areas identified

as appropriate mitigation, or elsewhere in close proximity of the site.

Table 5: Granted EPS licenses within 2km

Reference Species Startand End Type Distance from Eye
Date and Dunsden
Parish (Closest
Point)
2017-28257- Brown long-eared 11/04/2017 Destruction of 174 m
EPS-MIT a resting place.
11/04/2022
EPSM2012- Brown long-eared, 05/10/2021 Unknown 247 m
4078 Daubenton’s bat,
Natterer’s bat 30/01/2014
2017-32046- Soprano pipistrelle 01/11/2017 Destruction of 422 m
EPS-MIT a resting place.
30/04/2018
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4.DISCUSSION

4.1 HABITATS

4.1.1 Designated Sites

Overall, the distribution of designated sites across the parish is balanced. The total area
of land currently recognised as a designated site is 82.06 ha. If the proposed extensions
are approved, this area will increase by 31.04, representing an approximate increase of
38%.

Blackhouse Wood and Span Hill Chalk Pit / Span Quarry in particular represent an
important stronghold for biodiversity, however, given that they are largely surrounded
by arable farmland, efforts made to increase direct connectivity with adjacent habitats

are recommended, such as species-rich hedgerows and connecting areas of scrub.

4.1.2 Priority Habitats

The southern half of the parish is considered to be significant in terms of its biodiversity
value, given that approx. 50% of the land holding is considered to be "priority" habitat of
various types. , The northern half of the parish does not contain the same level of
biodiversity distribution or concentration, as the land use is more dominated by
agriculture. The north-eastern region of the parish contains a higher number of priority
habitats, namely Lowland Deciduous Woodland parcels, and connectivity between these

areas, via hedgerows, scrub and tree planting where possible, should be a priority.

It should be noted that the extent of hedgerows were not mapped, and these are a
priority habitat in their own right. Their condition and connectivity is vital for the

connectivity of complementary priority habitats.

There are no records within the parish of the ‘Arable Field Margins’ priority habitat.
These are herbaceous strips around arable fields that are specifically managed to
benefit wildlife. A number of arable margins are included, such as those sown to provide
seed for wild birds and those sown with wildflowers to provide a food resource for

invertebrates.
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4.1.3 Irreplaceable Habitats

Records of ancient and veteran trees within the parish are primarily located along the
western boundary of the parish, and within Blackhouse Wood LWS. Where other
suspected ancient or veteran/notable trees are identified, these should be reported to
the Woodland Trust.

Ancient Woodland within the parish are typically located on areas identified as a priority
habitat. Whilst there are relatively few areas of Ancient & Semi-Natural Woodland, those
that are present are typically of a large size (Blackhouse Wood LWS, Round Wood and
Ash Copse). These parcels support a high number of species, and are highly important

for wildlife, particular in relation to the surrounding area.

4.1.4 Nature Recovery Network

As expected, the core zone of the NRN broadly correlates with the distribution of priority
habitats. The NRN highlights the disparity between the southern half of the parish (split
between core/recovery zone) and the northern half of the parish (primarily wider
landscape zone). This again reflects the land use, in which areas dominated by arable
farming provide little suitable habitat for wildlife. Whilst arable farming is present in the
southern half of the parish, flooding from the River Thames and Berry Brook provide

suitable habitat for wading bird populations.

4.2 SPECIES

4.2.1 Distribution

Overall, records within the parish are generally scarce. The southern lakes within the
parish are well-represented. However, there are a number of blank spots between areas
where sightings have been submitted, particularly in the central and northern area of
the parish. Those areas with the greatest number of species records are typically
designated sites. Whilst these areas are likely to be more species-rich than the
surrounding landscape, the disparity might be because these areas are more frequently

visited by wildlife-enthusiasts and experts.

The vast majority of submissions are associate with birds, significantly more than the
next species group, bats. There is a scarcity of records for some species groups,
particularly the herptiles, where there are no records of amphibians within the parish.

Some species, such as butterflies are currently lacking in records, but are fairly easy to
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survey for. The submission of sightings, whether undertaken through a formal transect
survey, or individual sightings can help to paint a picture of parish-wide distributions.
This can also help to identify areas where there populations of priority species exist,

such as white admiral and brown hairstreak.

White Admiral (© BBOWT) Brown Hairstreak (© BBOWT)

The majority of species records submitted to TVERC were collected by Berkshire Bird
Clubs, Oxfordshire Ornithological Society and Berks & South Bucks Bat Group. Plant
records were typically submitted by TVERC staff, and local/national experts. There is a
significant opportunity for members of the parish to collect and submit species records

to TVERC and assist with national recording schemes (e.g. The Big Butterfly Count).

4.2.2 Badger

There are a number of badger records within the parish, though none have been
submitted since 2012. The parish does provide a large amount of suitable habitat,
through its mosaic of woodland and open grassland/arable pasture.

This species can be supported by submitting records of sightings, live or dead to TVERC

where their exact location is protected.

4.2.3 Bats

Bats are well recorded within the parish, as a result of submissions from local bat
groups. There are a number of large, broadleaved woodland parcels which provide a
number of roosting opportunities, including supporting scarcer species such as Myotis

bats.

4.2.4 Birds
Birds are well recorded within the parish, particularly around the southern lakes.

However, outside of this area records are scarce. The parish presents a large mixture
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of habitats that can support farmland birds (e.g. yellowhammer), waders (e.g. lapwing),
ground-nesters (e.g skylark) and raptors (e.g. kestrel). Many bird species are easy to
identify and submitting sightings can help identify high-value areas within the parish.
This is of particular importance in identifying habitats supporting amber-listed (e.g.

skylark, swift) and red-listed birds (e.g. kestrel, bullfinch).

Bullfinch (© BBOWT) Yellowhammer (® BBOWT)

4.2,5 Great Crested Newt

There are no records of great crested newt within the parish. Whilst a number of
waterbodies are present in the southern area of the parish, these are large and very-
rich in waterfowl. Elsewhere in the parish, ponds appear absent, the nearest being just

outside of the parish boundary north of Ash Copse.

4.2.6 Hazel Dormouse

There are records of hazel dormouse presence within the parish, though limited. This
species has a high potential to be supported as there are a number of large broadleaved
woodland parcels, including ancient woodland. A well-developed network of hedgerows
connecting areas of broadleaved woodland is vital to help this species intersperse. The
distribution of this species can be better understood through an increase in records, and

involvement in national recording schemes.

4.2,7 Otter and Water Vole

There are historic records of otter and water vole, however they are scarce and
infrequent. The southern boundary of the parish follows the River Thames, and suitable
habitat is likely present within the riparian zone. It is recommended that those walking
along the Thames and associated streams familiarise themselves with otter and water
vole field signs. Whilst the animals themselves are secretive, their signs can help develop

a picture of local populations.
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4.2.8 Reptiles

There are only 2 records of grass snake within the parish. It is currently unclear
whether populations in this area are low as a result of habitat fragmentation, or if they
are severely under recorded. An increase in targeted survey effort and recording of

incidentally sightings is recommended.

Grass Snake (© BBOWT

5. RECOMMENDATIONS

5.1 HABITAT CREATION / ENHANCEMENT

5.1.1 Hedgerows

Hedgerows play a crucial role in the wider countryside and are of particular importance
in Eye and Dunsden, where improved connectivity between priority habitats and
designated sites are vital. It is recommended that landowners follow best practice
guidance for hedgerow management, such as that developed by Hedgelink.® They provide
a number of recommendations for general hedgerow enhancement, as well as advice

relating to a number of species (e.g. grass snakes and hairstreak butterflies).

The enhancement of hedgerows can greatly enhance populations of priority species
including birds (e.g. yellowhammer and linnet) and butterflies (e.g. brown hairstreak).
The creation of new hedgerows, and infilling of derelict hedgerows can greatly support
a wide range of species (e.g. hazel dormouse, grass snake) as they provide a vital

commuting route.

9 https://hedgelink.org.uk/hedgerows /hedgerow-management-advice/
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It is also recommended that members of the public frequenting public rights of way
should familiar themselves with a number of key species, e.g. yellowhammer, linnet,
black and brown hairstreak. By recording and submitting records, populations within

the parish can be identified, and evidenced.

5.1.2 Arable Field Margins

The creation of arable field margins can greatly benefit wildlife, and do not require a
change in land use. The least productive areas of arable fields can be turned into
important wildlife habitats. Farmers and landowners within the parish should be
encouraged to create these habitats, and be made aware that ‘flower-rich margins and
plots’ are eligible for countryside stewardship grants. Creation should follow best-
practice guidance, such as that provided in partnership with The RSPB and The Game

Conservancy Trust.'°

The range of species supported by arable field margins include small mammals, birds

and invertebrates.

5.1.3 Wildlife Ponds

It is recommended that pond creation is encouraged throughout the parish to support a
wide-range of invertebrates, aquatic and semi-aquatic species. This would be of
significant benefit to amphibians and reptiles, both of which currently lack records
within the parish. Homeowners should be encouraged to create ponds in their gardens
and enable species to move across boundaries, by ensuring there are suitable gaps or
openingsin fences etc to allow access. Gardens, if managed appropriately, can be a rich
and successful habitat for amphibians and other aquatic life. Where created in publicly
accessible greenspaces, wildlife ponds also provide a good opportunity for wildlife-
recording and community events. Their creation should follow best practice guidance,

such as that produced by Froglife.!!

5.2 SPECIES RECORDING SCHEMES

As previously discussed, much of the understanding of species presence and
distribution within Eye and Dunsden parish can be improved through the collection and

submission of species records. TVERC receive recordings of species through the

10 https://www.rspb.org.uk/our-work/conservation/conservation-and-sustainability /farming/advice/managing-
habitats/arable-field-margins/
11 Barker, F. et al. (2013). Just Add Water: How to build a wildlife pond. Froglife
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iRecord database.'? Members of the parish can be encouraged to get involved with
species identification and recording through a number of National Recording Schemes
(Table 8). Many of these schemes share this data with TVERC. There are also a large

number of local species-specific groups to get involved with.

5.3 BIODIVERSITY NET GAIN

The Environment Bill was recently granted Royal Assent, and developments will need to
demonstrate a minimum 10% Biodiversity Net Gain. That is an improvement in
biodiversity from the pre-development baseline. If a development cannot achieve this on

site, they can ‘offset’ by creating or enhancing habitats off-site.

Landowners within the parish that are interested in delivering biodiversity projects
involving the creation, restoration or enhancement of wildlife habitats are encouraged
to contact The Trust for Oxfordshire’s Environment (TOE).*® This could provide a key
opportunity for habitats within the parish to be enhanced, and for more biodiversity
friendly habitats to be created on areas of land. For example, an arable pasture could

receive funding to create a wildflower meadow and species-rich hedgerows.

Table 6: National Recording Schemes

Organisation Recording Scheme Description Species of benefit

BirdTrack Recording of incidental Birds
bird sightings.

Garden BirdWatch  Assist with research Birds, mammals,
associated with garden invertebrates
wildlife.

British Trust for Breeding Bird Monitoring of wildlife Birds,
Ornithology Survey along a 1 km transect
route. Mammals,
Invertebrates

Heronries census Annual survey of grey Birds
herons, little egrets and

cormorants
Butterfly The Big Butterfly A UK-wide survey in Butterflies
Conservation Count July and August.
Freshwater PondNet Surveying of specific Invertebrates
Habitats Trust pond sites.

12 https://www.tverc.org/cms/content/share-your-records
13 https://www.trustforoxfordshire.org.uk/biodiversity-net-gain-landowners
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Mammals on Roads Watching out for Mammals
wildlife on the roads.

Traditional Orchard Surveying and Invertebrates
Survey confirming the status of

People’s Trust for traditional orchards.

Endangered

. National Water Vole Monitoring known Water Vole
Species Monitoring water vole sites.
Programme
National Dormouse Checking nest boxes Hazel Dormouse
Monitoring and nut hunts
Programme
Woodland Trust Ancient Tree Identifying and Trees
Inventory recording ancient and

veteran trees

5.4 FURTHER SURVEYS

e Landowners of ‘possible priority grassland habitats’ are encouraged to
commission a habitat survey to confirm if this area meets a criteria for a priority
habitat.

e Landowners of ‘Lowland Mixed Deciduous Woodland’ are encouraged to
commission a preliminary survey to identify the suitability of the habitat for

protected species such as hazel dormouse.

6.CONCLUSIONS

The Eye and Dunsden Parish includes a number of designated sites, priority habitats, and
irreplaceable habitats that support a diverse range of species. The southern half of the
parish contains the majority of high biodiversity-value areas within the parish. This is
indicated by the distribution of priority habitats, density of species’ records, and is also
identified within the Oxfordshire Nature Recovery Networks ‘Core Zone'. Whilst the
protection of current high-value sites is to be applauded and must continue, this report
highlights the need for biodiversity enhancement away from, and as a corridor between

these sites.

The distribution of notable species-records is low, and it is recommended that residents

and stakeholders within the parish are encouraged to get involved with a number of
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National Recording Schemes. This will help to understand the distribution of priority

species, to afford those species better protection and understand where best to

encourage their increase through habitat creation and enhancement.

The northern half of the parish is dominated by arable farming, and therefore this area

offers the greatest potential for biodiversity enhancement. This can be achieved by:

Adding to the existing network of hedgerows and enhancing them by increasing
the diversity of tree, shrub and woody plant species, to provide corridors, forage
and breeding sites for wildlife.

Encouraging landowners and farmers to enhance their activities for wildlife, by
improving connectivity between habitats, creating new habitats such as
wildflower-rich arable field margins, and managing their cutting regimes in line
with ecological best-practice.

Encouraging members within the parish to take a keen interest in wildlife and
record species seen in their local area, such as their own gardens, community
gardens and orchards, and whilst walking the footpath network.

Encouraging members within the parish to maximise opportunities for wildlife
within their own gardens e.g. through the creation of ponds, planting native plants
as food for invertebrates and pollinators, planting trees, and recycling materials

and aggregates to engineer brownfield open mosaics.

If more involvement can be galvanised within the Parish community to record species,

enhance habitats and manage the local landscape in a wildlife-friendly way, not only will

biodiversity increase, so will the ecological value of the land and the engagement of

residents with their environment.
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APPENDICES

APPENDIX A-TVERC RECORDS SEARCH

Species
Common Latin Name
Name
Arctic tern Sterna
paradisaea
Barn owl Tyto alba
Barnacle Branta leucopsis
goose
Black-headed Chroicocephalus
gull ridibundus
Black-necked Podiceps
grebe nigricollis
Black-tailed Limosa limosa
godwit
Black tern Chlidonias niger
Brambling Fringilla
montifringilla
Bullfinch Pyrrhula
pyrrhula
Caspian tern Hydroprogne
caspia
Cetti's warbler  Cettia cetti
Common Loxia
crossbill curvirostra
Common gull Larus canus
Common Actitis
sandpiper hypoleucos
Common tern Sterna hirundo
Cuckoo Cuculus canorus
Curlew Numenius
arquata
Dunlin Calidris alpina
Dunnock Prunella
modularis
Fieldfare Turdus pilaris
Firecrest Regulus
ignicapilla
Gadwall Anas strepera
Garganey Anas
querquedula
Goldeneye Bucephala
clangula

Great northern
diver

Green
sandpiper

Gavia immer

Tringa ochropus

Number
of
Records

10

21
11

23

27

18

Most
Recent
Record HR

WCA NERC BoCC4

2017 1981 /UK

2006

2014
1998

2015

1998

2006

1999
2006

2012

2010

2014
2015

2014
2001

2015
2015
1999

1999
2015

2017
2016

2011
1998

2003

2002
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Grey partridge
Grey wagtail

Greylag goose
Herring gull

Hobby
House martin

House
sparrow
Kestrel

Kingfisher
Knot
Lapwing

Lesser redpoll

Lesser spotted
woodpecker
Linnet

Little egret

Little ringed
plover
Mallard

Marsh tit
Meadow pipit

Mediterranean

gull
Mistle thrush

Mute swan
Osprey

Oystercatcher

Peregrine

Pink-footed
goose
Pintail
Pochard

Red-necked
Grebe
Red kite

Redshank
Redstart

Redwing
Reed bunting

Perdix perdix

Motacilla
cinerea
Anser anser

Larus
argentatus
Falco subbuteo

Delichon
urbicum
Passer
domesticus
Falco
tinnunculus
Alcedo atthis

Calidris canutus

Vanellus
vanellus
Acanthis
cabaret
Dendrocopos
minor

Linaria
cannabina
Egretta garzetta

Charadrius
dubius

Anas
platyrhynchos
Poecile palustris

Anthus
pratensis

Larus
melanocephalus
Turdus
viscivorus
Cygnus olor

Pandion
haliaetus
Haematopus
ostralegus
Falco peregrinus
Anser
brachyrhynchus
Anas acuta
Aythya ferina
Podiceps
grisegena
Milvus milvus
Tringa totanus
Phoenicurus
phoenicurus
Turdus iliacus

Emberiza
schoeniclus

10

11

14

14

13

12

14

15
25

12

18

1998
2016

2012
2015

2010
2013

2005
2011

2015
1998
2015

2013
2003
2015

2014
2006

2015

2016
2015

2014
2017

2015
2005

2006

2014
1999

2013
2006
2006

2015
1999
2014

2017
2017
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Ruff
Scaup
Shag

Shelduck

Shoveler
Skylark
Smew

Snipe
Song thrush

Spotted
flycatcher
Starling

Stock dove
Swift
Tawny owl
Teal

Turtle dove

Whinchat
Wigeon
Willow warbler

Yellow-legged
Gull
Yellow wagtail

Yellowhammer

Brown Long-
eared Bat
Common
pipistrelle
Daubenton's
bat

Lesser noctule

Nathusius's
pipistrelle
Noctule bat

Serotine

Soprano
pipistrelle
Western
barbastelle
Eurasian
badger
European otter

European
water vole

Calidris pugnax
Aythya marila
Phalacrocorax
aristotelis
Tadorna
tadorna

Anas clypeata

Alauda arvensis

Mergellus
albellus
Gallinago
gallinago
Turdus
philomelos
Muscicapa
striata

Sturnus vulgaris

Columba oenas
Apus apus
Strix aluco
Anas crecca

Streptopelia
turtur
Saxicola rubetra

Anas penelope

Phylloscopus
trochilus
Larus
michahellis
Motacilla flava

Emberiza
citrinella
Plecotus auritus

Pipistrellus
pipistrellus
Myotis
daubentonii
Nyctalus leisleri

Pipistrellus
nathusii
Nyctalus noctula

Eptesicus
serotinus
Pipistrellus
pygmaeus
Barbastella
barbastellus
Meles meles

Lutra lutra

Arvicola
amphibius

10
19

15

2013
2006
2003

2015

2006
2016
2006

2006
2013
2014

2014
2015
2015
2016
2011
2001

2015
2006
2014

2006

2017
2017

2016
2016
2016

2016
2016

2016
2016

2016
2016
2012

2010
1997
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Hazel
dormouse
Polecat

West european
hedgehog
Grass snake

Muscardinus 1 2010 O

avellanarius

Mustela 1 2012 O

putorius

Erinaceus 1 2009 O O O

europaeus

Natrix helvetica 2 2008 O O
Key

HR 2017 - The Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2017

WCA 1981 - The Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended) (Bird
species listed relate solely to those included on Schedule 1)

NERC - The Natural Environment and Rural Communities Act 2006

UK BAP — UK Biodiversity Action Plan
BoCC4 - Red listed Birds of Conservation Concern
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APPENDIX B - POLICY AND LEGISLATION

National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF)**

The revised National Planning Policy Framework sets out the government's planning

policies for England and how these are expected to be applied. It provides a framework

within which locally-prepared plans for housing and other development can be

produced.

Planning law requires that applications for planning permission be

determined in accordance with the development plan. The key paragraphs from the

relating to the natural environment are detailed below:

Ecologically Relevant Paragraphs of the NPPF

Paragraph
174

175

Statement

Planning policies and decisions should contribute to and enhance the natural and local
environment by:

protecting and enhancing valued landscapes, sites of biodiversity or geological value and
soils (in a manner commensurate with their statutory status or identified quality in the
development plan);

recognising the intrinsic character and beauty of the countryside, and the wider benefits
from natural capital and ecosystem services — including the economic and other benefits
of the best and most versatile agricultural land, and of trees and woodland;

maintaining the character of the undeveloped coast, while improving public access to it
where appropriate;

minimising impacts on and providing net gains for biodiversity, including by establishing
coherent ecological networks that are more resilient to current and future pressures;
preventing new and existing development from contributing to, being put at unacceptable
risk from, or being adversely affected by, unacceptable levels of soil, air, water or noise
pollution or land instability. Development should, wherever possible, help to improve local
environmental conditions such as air and water quality, taking into account relevant
information such as river basin management plans; and remediating and mitigating
despoiled, degraded, derelict, contaminated and unstable land, where appropriate.

Plans should: distinguish between the hierarchy of international, national and locally
designated sites; allocate land with the least environmental or amenity value, where
consistent with other policies in this Framework *; take a strategic approach to
maintaining and enhancing networks of habitats and green infrastructure; and plan for
the enhancement of natural capital at a catchment or landscape scale across local

authority boundaries.

4 NPPF July 2021 (https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-planning-policy-framework--2)
15 Where significant development of agricultural land is demonstrated to be necessary, areas of poorer quality land
should be preferred to those of a higher quality.
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176 Great weight should be given to conserving and enhancing landscape and scenic beauty
in National Parks, the Broads and Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty, which have the
highest status of protection in relation to these issues. The conservation and
enhancement of wildlife and cultural heritage are also important considerations in these
areas, and should be given great weight in National Parks and the Broads'®. The scale and
extent of development within all these designated areas should be limited, while
development within their setting should be sensitively located and designed to avoid or

minimise adverse impacts on the designated areas.

177 When considering applications for development within National Parks, the Broads and
Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty, permission should be refused for major
development ¥ other than in exceptional circumstances, and where it can be
demonstrated that the development is in the public interest. Consideration of such
applications should include an assessment of:
the need for the development, including in terms of any national considerations, and the
impact of permitting it, or refusing it, upon the local economy;
the cost of, and scope for, developing outside the designated area, or meeting the need for
it in some other way; and
any detrimental effect on the environment, the landscape and recreational opportunities,
and the extent to which that could be moderated.

178 Within areas defined as Heritage Coast (and that do not already fall within one of the
designated areas mentioned in paragraph 176), planning policies and decisions should be
consistent with the special character of the area and the importance of its conservation.
Major development within a Heritage Coast is unlikely to be appropriate, unless it is
compatible with its special character.

179 To protect and enhance biodiversity and geodiversity, plans should:

Identify, map and safeguard components of local wildlife-rich habitats and wider
ecological networks, including the hierarchy of international, national and locally
designated sites of importance for biodiversity!®; wildlife corridors and stepping stones
that connect them; and areas identified by national and local partnerships for habitat
management, enhancement, restoration or creation'®; and promote the conservation,
restoration and enhancement of priority habitats, ecological networks and the protection
and recovery of priority species; and identify and pursue opportunities for securing
measurable net gains for biodiversity.

180 When determining planning applications, local planning authorities should apply the

following principles:

16 English National Parks and the Broads: UK Government Vision and Circular 2010 provides further guidance and
information about their statutory purposes, management and other matters.

17 For the purposes of paragraphs 176 and 177, whether a proposal is ‘major development’ is a matter for the decision
maker, taking into account its nature, scale and setting, and whether it could have a significant adverse impact on the
purposes for which the area has been designated or defined.

18 Circular 06,2005 provides further guidance in respect of statutory obligations for biodiversity and geological
conservation and their impact within the planning system.

19 Where areas that are part of the Nature Recovery Network are identified in plans, it may be appropriate to specify the
types of development that may be suitable within them.
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181

182

if significant harm to biodiversity resulting from a development cannot be avoided
(through locating on an alternative site with less harmful impacts),

adequately mitigated, or, as a last resort, compensated for, then planning permission
should be refused;

development on land within or outside a Site of Special Scientific Interest, and which is
likely to have an adverse effect on it (either individually or in combination with other
developments), should not normally be permitted. The only exception is where the benefits
of the development in the location proposed clearly outweigh both its likely impact on the
features of the site that make it of special scientific interest, and any broader impacts on
the national network of Sites of Special Scientific Interest;

development resulting in the loss or deterioration of irreplaceable habitats (such as
ancient woodland and ancient or veteran trees) should be refused, unless there are
wholly exceptional reasons 2° and a suitable compensation strategy exists; and
development whose primary objective is to conserve or enhance biodiversity should be
supported; while opportunities to incorporate biodiversity improvements in and around
developments should be encouraged, especially where this can secure measurable net
gains for biodiversity.

The following should be given the same protection as habitats sites:

potential Special Protection Areas and possible Special Areas of Conservation;

listed or proposed Ramsar sites?!; and sites identified, or required, as compensatory
measures for adverse effects on habitats sites, potential Special Protection Areas,
possible Special Areas of Conservation, and listed or proposed Ramsar sites.

The presumption in favour of sustainable development does not apply where the plan or
project is likely to have a significant effect on a habitats site (either alone or in combination
with other plans or projects), unless an appropriate assessment has concluded that the

plan or project will not adversely affect the integrity of the habitats site.

Natural Environment and Rural Communities (NERC) Act 200622 22

Section 40 - To conserve biodiversity

Section 40 puts a duty on public authorities to conserve biodiversity when undertaking its duties

and functions,

Section 41 - Biodiversity list and Action

Section 41 - Section 41 — Requires the Secretary of State to publish a list of the living organisms

and types of habitat considered to be of principal importance for the purpose of conserving

biodiversity. They must also take such steps as appear to the Secretary of State to be reasonably

20 For example, infrastructure projects (including nationally significant infrastructure projects, orders under the
Transport and Works Act and hybrid bills), where the public benefit would clearly outweigh the loss or deterioration of

habitat.

21 potential Special Protection Areas, possible Special Areas of Conservation and proposed Ramsar sites are sites on
which Government has initiated public consultation on the scientific case for designation as a Special Protection Area,
candidate Special Area of Conservation or Ramsar site.

22 https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga,/2006 /16 /section /40

2 https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga,/2006 /16 /section/41
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practicable to further the conservation of the living organisms and types of habitat included in
any list published under this section or promote the taking by others of such steps.

The 2007 lists were superseded by the UK Post-2010 Biodiversity Framework.

UK Priority Habitats (excl. marine habitats)*

UK BAP broad habitat
Rivers and Streams

Standing Open Waters and Canals

Arable and Horticultural

Boundary and Linear Features
Broadleaved, Mixed and Yew Woodland

Coniferous Woodland
Acid Grassland
Calcareous Grassland

Neutral Grassland

Improved Grassland
Dwarf Shrub Heath

Fen, Marsh and Swamp

Bogs

Montane Habitats
Inland Rock

Supralittoral Rock
Supralittoral Sediment

UK BAP priority habitat
Rivers
Oligotrophic and Dystrophic Lakes

Ponds

Mesotrophic Lakes

Eutrophic Standing Waters

Aquifer Fed Naturally Fluctuating Water Bodies

Arable Field Margins

Hedgerows

Traditional Orchards
Wood-Pasture and Parkland
Upland Oakwood

Lowland Beech and Yew Woodland
Upland Mixed Ash woods

Wet Woodland

Lowland Mixed Deciduous Woodland
Upland Birch woods

Native Pine Woodlands

Lowland Dry Acid Grassland
Lowland Calcareous Grassland
Upland Calcareous Grassland

Lowland Meadows
Upland Hay Meadows

Coastal and Floodplain Grazing Marsh
Lowland Heathland
Upland Heathland

Upland Flushes, Fens and Swamps
Purple Moor Grass and Rush Pastures
Lowland Fens

Reedbeds

Lowland Raised Bog
Blanket Bog

Mountain Heaths and Willow Scrub

Inland Rock Outcrop and Scree Habitats
Calaminarian Grasslands

Open Mosaic Habitats on Previously Developed Land
Limestone Pavements

Maritime Cliff and Slopes
Coastal Vegetated Shingle
Machair

Coastal Sand Dunes

Protected Species Legislation

European Protected Species

24 http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/page-5706
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European Protected Species (EPS) are species of plants and animals (other than birds) protected

by law throughout the European Union. They are listed in Annexes II and IV of the European

Habitats Directive and receive full protection under The Conservation of Species and Habitats

Regulations (as amended) 2019. This make it an offence to:

o deliberately capture, injure or kill any European Protected Species (EPS)

e to deliberately disturb any European Protected Species (EPS);

e todamage or destroy a breeding site or place of rest or shelter used by any
European Protected Species (EPS).

The Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended) adds further protection by making it an

offence to intentionally or recklessly?® disturb an EPS while it is occupying a structure or place

which it uses for shelter or protection, or to obstruct access to any structure or place the species

uses for shelter or protection.

European Protected Species relevant to the UK

Animals Plants
All bat species Great Crested Newt Yellow marsh saxifrage  Creeping marshwort
Large blue butterfly Otter Shore dock Slender naiad
Wild cat Smooth snake Killarney fern Fen Orchid
Marine turtles, Sturgeon fish Early gentian Floating-leaved water
dolphins, porpoises and plantain

whales (all species)

Dormouse Natterjack toad Lady's slipper

Sand lizard Pool Frog

Fisher’s Estuarine Moth  Snail,

Lesser Whirlpool

Ram’s-horn

Other Protected Species

Species Legislation

Red Wildlife and
Squirrel Countryside Act
1981 (as
amended)

Wild Mammals
(Protection) Act
1996

Level of Protection

The species is listed on Schedule 5 of the Wildlife and Countryside Act
(1981) makes the following actions offences:

e intentionally killing, injuring, or taking red squirrels

e intentionally or recklessly damaging, destroying or obstructing
access to any structure or place used for shelter or protection

o disturbing red squirrels whilst they are using any structure or place
used for shelter or protection

Under the Wild Mammals (Protection) Act, squirrels are protected from
unnecessary suffering by a number of methods.

25 Under the Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000 (CROW Act) extended the protection to cover reckless damage or

disturbance
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Birds Wildlife and
Countryside Act
1981 (as
amended)
White- Wildlife and
clawed Countryside Act
Crayfish 1981 (as
amended)

Under the Wildlife and Countryside Act (1981)itis an offence if any person:

e intentionally kills, injures or takes any wild bird

e intentionally takes, damages or destroys the nest of any wild bird
whilst that nest is in use of being built;

¢ intentionally takes, damages or destroys eggs of any wild bird;

Wild birds listed on Schedule 1 of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981

(as amended) are protected from:

e intentional or reckless disturbance whilst it is building a nest or is in,
on or near a nest containing eggs or young;

e disturbance of dependent young

Under the Wildlife and Countryside Act (1981)itis an offence if any person:

e intentionally takes a white-clawed crayfish

e sells, offers or exposes for sale, or has in his possession or
transports for the purpose of sale, any live or dead white clawed
crayfish or any part of, or anything derived from, such an animal
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