Helpful tips when applying to the Nature and Climate Action Fund

General project tips

Reduce waste

Design out waste from the very beginning of your project. Consider if you need to buy everything new for
your project, or is there an option to borrow or lease, or buy second-hand? You can also minimise landfill
waste by using suppliers who can remove and recycle your old equipment and materials where needed.
Try to incorporate recycled materials where possible and think about the longevity of your project.

Transport and travel

Consider the transport needs of your project - how will volunteers, residents or contractors travel to the
project, are there opportunities to come by bike, public transport, walk or lift share? If relevant, consider
where materials and people involved with the delivery of your project come from — local will mean lower
mileage and a smaller carbon footprint.

Community need

Can you evidence a community need for your project — is it filling a current gap, or enhancing an existing
resource? Think about how you can get other local groups involved, for example sports or youth groups.
Detail the multitude of benefits of your project in your application — as well as for climate and nature, think
about other benefits such as economic, health and social.

Sharing successes and inspiring change

How will you tell people about your climate and nature goals and celebrate your success? Think about
different ways you can communicate to others about your project and ways to make it as assessable as
possible. How could you encourage new people to get involved or share your learnings with others in an
interactive way. For example, if you're changing the LEDs or installing solar in the village hall, how will you
use this project to lead by example and inspire others to do the same?

Climate adaptation

Adaptation means taking practical action to help people, places and wildlife cope with the impacts of
climate change, such as rising temperatures, drought, flooding and other extreme weather. Think about
whether your project is fit for the future, and how you can support your community to be more climate
resilient. Community resilience projects could include developing emergency plans for your parish,
creating accessible cool spaces or distributing heatwave kits for vulnerable residents. If you are planting
trees to help provide shade or reduce flood risk, have you got a watering plan in place?

Specific projects
Energy efficiency of community buildings
When identifying opportunities to create an energy efficient building, follow the energy hierarchy:

1. Reduce energy use — for example installing high levels of insulation and efficient glazing for
your building. An energy audit will help you create a step-by-step plan.

2. Use energy efficiently — such as LED lighting, or heating and lighting controls to ensure
these systems are only used when needed

3. Use renewable energy sources — such as solar energy, air source heat pumps or other
low carbon energy sources. Projects looking for funding for installing renewable energy
sources should submit an energy audit with their application.

Please also see our online guide for improving the enerqy efficiency of community buildings on the council
website for further information.



https://www.lowcarbonhub.org/p/programmes/energy-solutions-oxfordshire/
https://www.southoxon.gov.uk/south-oxfordshire-district-council/tackling-the-climate-emergency/what-you-can-do-as-a-community/improving-the-energy-efficiency-of-community-buildings/

