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Cowley Grid Supply Point Strategic Development Plan Consultation

Have we missed any significant sites or development that use or generate electricity specific to the local area covered by Cowley GSP?

From the information provided in the Strategic Development Plan (SPD), we cannot tell which development sites have been taken into account in the SDP and which have not. Therefore, we are not able to answer this question. Please can you inform us where to find a list of sites or development data that have been inputted?
 
For the 2024 DFES, both South Oxfordshire and Vale of White Horse provided data on planning applications as well as on proposed whole-system decarbonisation councils-owned projects that could impact electricity demand (please advise if an updated list from February 2025 would be useful).

The forthcoming South Oxfordshire and Vale of White Horse District Council Joint Local Plan (submitted for examination in December 2024) contains ambitious policies on net zero buildings and renewable energy generation. The implications of these policies for energy supply and demand within the Cowley GSP area must be taken into consideration in the SPD. We can provide a list residential and strategic employment site allocations within the Joint Local Plan if these have not already been incorporated into the SPD.  

We note para 5.5.1 on p24 - ‘Cowley GSP does not expect to see the same levels of data centre connection as other part of the network such as West London. However, there have been recent data centre applications and connections in the area. As large demand users, the impact on network capacity is significant even though only a relatively small number have applied.’ Culham in South Oxfordshire has recently been announced as the country’s first AI Growth Zone by the UK Government. This has potential to attract a larger amount of data centres to the area and should be considered in the SPD.  

Have we correctly identified and represented the net zero ambitions of your local area?

Please see below for suggested edits and additions for each council.  

South Oxfordshire District Council 
· The council has ambitious targets to become net zero in their own operations by 2030 and to become a net zero district by 2045. 
· Operational emissions have reduced by 52% since 2009.  
· A total of £1,866,546 in Public Sector Decarbonisation Scheme funding has been secured to decarbonise our buildings.  
· 9 decarbonisation surveys and assessments completed for our buildings, such as leisure centres.
· Please note that South Oxfordshire does not have an Electric Vehicle Strategy, but has signed up to the Oxfordshire Electric Vehicle Infrastructure Strategy.  
· The South Oxfordshire and Vale of White Horse Joint Local Plan 2041 was submitted for examination in December 2024. If approved, this will set the following policies for South Oxfordshire:
· To build 16,530 new homes between 1 April 2021 and 31 March 2041, with the annual requirement as follows: 
· 2021/22 to 2035/36 – 909 homes per annum 
· 2036/37 to 2040/41 – 579 homes per annum  
· All housing and non-domestic buildings must demonstrate through an energy statement that they achieve a specific space heating demand, and no new buildings are to be connected to the gas grid or use fossil fuel heating systems/technologies.

Vale of White Horse District Council  
· The council has ambitious targets to become net zero in their own operations by 2030 and to become a net zero district by 2045. 
· Operational emissions have reduced by 49% since 2009.  
· A total of £6,354,662 in Public Sector Decarbonisation Scheme funding has been secured to decarbonise our buildings.  
· 9 decarbonisation surveys and assessments completed for our buildings, such as leisure centres.  
· Please note that Vale of White Horse does not have an Electric Vehicle Strategy, but has signed up to the Oxfordshire Electric Vehicle Infrastructure Strategy.  
· The South Oxfordshire and Vale of White Horse Joint Local Plan 2041 was submitted for examination in December 2024. If approved, this will set the following policies for Vale of White Horse:  
· To build 14,490 new homes between 1 April 2021 and 31 March 2041, with the annual requirement as follows: 
· 2021/22 to 2035/36 – 816 homes per annum 
· 2036/37 to 2040/41 – 633 homes per annum  
· All housing and non-domestic buildings must demonstrate through an energy statement that they achieve a specific space heating demand, and no new buildings are to be connected to the gas grid or use fossil fuel heating systems/technologies.  

Do you have any feedback for us on how we are presenting this information to you?  For example, do you have any suggestions on how we could make it more accessible.  

We found it difficult to understand the process that has been followed to produce the SDP. In particular, how is data provided by local authorities used in the process?  

Please add a summary setting out the key findings and impacts.

Is there any further information you would like to see in this Strategic Development Plan or future Strategic Development Plans?

The SDP needs to specify which data has been used in the modelling. 

Do you have any feedback on how we have consulted with you?

N/A.

Is there anything else you’d like to add?

N/A.
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